Judicial Council of Georgia
Administrative Office of the Courts

Chief Justice Carol W. Hunstein Marla S. Moore
Chair Director

To: Judicial Council Members
Superior Court Chief Judges

Cc: District Court Administrators
Trial Court Administrators

From: Marla Moore, Director
Date: December 6, 2012
Re: 2011 Superior Court Workload Assessment

The purpose of the following tables is to provide Judicial Council members, chief judges, and
court administrators with an understanding of the judicial resources needed to operate Georgia’s
superior courts. The five included tables are created annually to show the workload, caseload,
population, and judicial resources for Georgia’s forty-nine judicial circuits.

The report presents five tables organized by circuit in alphabetical order. All data are
standardized by the number of superior court judges in the circuit; therefore, the tables allow for
comparisons among judicial circuits. This analysis is the same employed for circuits requesting
studies for additional judgeships.

Table 1 summarizes the workload assessment by presenting the number of superior court judges
compared to the judge workload value in each circuit. The judge workload value represents the
number of judges that were needed to process the 2011 filings based on Judicial Council
methodology. Please note that in 2012 the Judicial Council approved the addition of adult felony
accountability court and death penalty habeas corpus cases to the workload assessment
methodology. The judge workload values in the report reflect those additions. Table 1 also
shows the total cases per judge — criminal and civil — with corresponding rank and five-year
percent change.

Table 2 shows the number of criminal defendants per judge with values for felony, misdemeanor,
probation revocation, and unified appeals defendants. The total number of criminal defendants
per judge is given followed by the circuit ranking and five-year percent change. Table 3 shows
the number of general civil and domestic relations cases per judge along with the total civil
filings per judge and the circuit ranking and five-year percent change.
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Table 4 shows the 2010 population per judge and the projected 2015 population per judge. Each
circuit is ranked by total population per judge for 2010 and 2015. Table 5 lists the number of
counties and limited jurisdiction court judges for each circuit.

For more information about the workload analysis methodology and procedure, please contact
the Administrative Office of the Courts. We hope you will find that the information enhances
your knowledge of Georgia’s superior courts, and we are grateful for your questions and
comments to improve its usefulness.
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Table 1
2011 Workload Analysis and Total Cases per Judge
with Rank and Five-Year Percentage Change

Superior Judge % Change
Circuit Court Judges Workload Value Total Cases Rank 2007 - 2011
Alapaha 2 2.37 2,813 3 -2.7%
Alcovy 5 495 2,225 28 -34.8%
Appalachian 3 2.77 1,975 32 -3.7%
Atlanta 20 18.98 1,651 45 -8.7%
Atlantic 4 4.10 1,857 36 32.3%
Augusta 8 11.22 1,662 44 16.2%
Bell-Forsyth 2 3.49 2,492 14 26.0%
Blue Ridge 3 2.58 1,817 38 -12.4%
Brunswick 5 5.26 2,007 31 -19.5%
Chattahoochee 6 9.33 2,362 18 18.7%
Cherokee 4 4.53 2,631 8 -13.7%
Clayton 4 457 2,621 9 22.2%
Cobb 10 10.26 1,891 35 -16.6%
Conasauga 4 3.79 1,698 43 -27.3%
Cordele 3 2.45 1,488 47 -44.3%
Coweta 6 9.01 2,960 1 4.0%
Dougherty 3 2.52 1,844 37 -8.3%
Douglas 3 3.59 2,745 6 7.2%
Dublin 3 2.33 1,725 40 -5.0%
Eastern 6 5.33 1,707 42 37.4%
Enotah 3 2.29 1,716 41 -38.4%
Flint 3 3.31 2,300 22 -17.5%
Griffin 4 5.00 2,315 21 -2.7%
Gwinnett 10 13.18 2,538 11 6.5%
Houston 3 3.53 2,529 12 2.1%
Lookout Mountain 4 6.45 2,804 4 2.2%
Macon 5 5.44 2,338 19 -5.0%
Middle 2 3.82 2,668 7 24.1%
Mountain 2 2.00 1,901 34 -21.2%
Northeastern 4 4.71 2,282 24 -5.8%
Northern 3 4.01 2,525 13 -3.8%
Ocmulgee 5 5.14 2,111 30 -3.8%
Oconee 2 2.27 2,338 20 -5.6%
Ogeechee 3 2.99 2,298 23 43.8%
Pataula 2 2.06 2,140 29 -0.2%
Paulding 3 2.33 2,411 16 -17.6%
Piedmont 3 5.60 2,908 2 -12.1%
Rockdale 2 1.35 1,464 48 -14.4%
Rome 4 3.73 2,276 25 -12.3%
South Georgia 2 2.14 1,944 33 -0.3%
Southern 5 6.07 2,369 17 11.6%
Southwestern 3 1.96 1,287 49 -13.0%
Stone Mountain 10 17.82 2,751 5 31.9%
Tallapoosa 2 2.03 2,242 27 -13.0%
Tifton 2 2.09 1,799 39 -8.9%
Toombs 2 1.54 1,630 46 -17.3%
Towaliga 2 2.26 2,558 10 6.9%
Waycross 3 4.23 2,454 15 12.9%
Western 3 4.69 2,248 26 -3.0%
Statewide Totals 205 237.48 2,167 -2.4%
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Table 2
2011 Criminal Defendants per Judge
with Rank and Five-Year Percentage Change

Tk TR
Total
Probation Unified Criminal % Change
Circuit Felony Misdemeanor  Revocations Appeals Defendants Rank 2007 -2011
Alapaha 479 538 376 0.50 1,394 2 3.0%
Alcovy 330 245 493 0.00 1,067 11 -6.1%
Appalachian 307 287 248 0.33 842 19 5.6%
Atlanta 515 0 261 0.10 776 26 -14.3%
Atlantic 377 120 106 0.25 604 38 69.6%
Augusta 423 109 121 0.00 653 33 13.1%
Bell-Forsyth 849 90 244 0.50 1,183 7 108.6%
Blue Ridge 381 70 258 0.00 710 30 -9.4%
Brunswick 384 89 96 0.00 568 45 -33.6%
Chattahoochee 596 98 67 1.33 762 28 59.3%
Cherokee 400 392 524 0.00 1,315 3 6.3%
Clayton 727 64 279 0.00 1,070 10 36.7%
Cobb 579 15 67 0.00 661 32 -39.8%
Conasauga 339 314 160 0.00 813 22 5.4%
Cordele 268 198 159 0.00 625 36 -38.8%
Coweta 599 69 259 0.00 927 13 -10.3%
Dougherty 438 32 374 0.67 844 18 -2.0%
Douglas 585 20 606 0.67 1,212 5 22.4%
Dublin 255 135 191 0.00 582 43 -10.5%
Eastern 446 22 246 0.00 714 29 -2.8%
Enotah 234 252 179 0.33 665 31 -44.8%
Flint 419 24 191 0.33 634 35 -18.4%
Griffin 406 54 178 0.00 638 34 -16.4%
Gwinnett 519 32 325 0.10 876 16 15.4%
Houston 505 30 58 0.00 594 40 -36.0%
Lookout Mountain 659 295 278 2.25 1,234 4 59.9%
Macon 371 29 210 0.00 610 37 -10.0%
Middle 587 42 148 3.00 779 25 5.2%
Mountain 299 143 149 0.00 590 41 -48.2%
Northeastern 461 162 522 0.00 1,144 8 21.6%
Northern 486 313 272 0.00 1,071 9 17.2%
Ocmulgee 376 237 301 1.40 916 14 -13.2%
Oconee 381 340 99 0.00 820 21 -9.8%
Ogeechee 360 27 159 0.00 546 46 3.1%
Pataula 300 242 234 0.50 776 27 -5.4%
Paulding 166 312 116 0.00 595 39 -39.3%
Piedmont 458 423 519 0.00 1,399 1 7.3%
Rockdale 364 3 217 0.00 583 42 2.0%
Rome 345 360 497 1.25 1,204 6 0.5%
South Georgia 282 58 103 0.00 442 49 -29.6%
Southern 494 53 233 0.20 780 24 -3.1%
Southwestern 303 90 101 0.00 494 48 -13.5%
Stone Mountain 612 48 139 0.00 799 23 20.0%
Tallapoosa 364 350 167 0.00 880 15 12.5%
Tifton 288 49 181 1.50 520 47 33.5%
Toombs 286 190 101 0.00 577 44 -2.6%
Towaliga 363 215 265 0.00 842 20 32.9%
Waycross 540 41 277 0.00 858 17 -6.5%
Western 468 106 377 1.00 952 12 -9.2%
Statewide Average 456 121 237 0.27 814 -2.7%
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Table 3
2011 Civil Dockets per Judge
with Rank and Flve-Year Percentage Change

Total Civil % Change
Circuit General Civil Domestic Relations Dockets  Rank 2007 -2011
Alapaha 587 833 1,419 23 -7.7%
Alcovy 512 646 1,158 34 -49.1%
Appalachian 583 550 1,133 37 -9.6%
Atlanta 288 587 875 47 -3.1%
Atlantic 440 814 1,254 31 19.6%
Augusta 228 780 1,009 42 18.3%
Bell-Forsyth 421 889 1,310 28 -7.1%
Blue Ridge 319 789 1,108 38 -14.2%
Brunswick 569 870 1,439 22 -12.1%
Chattahoochee 483 1,118 1,600 12 5.9%
Cherokee 472 844 1,316 26 -27.4%
Clayton 260 1,290 1,550 16 13.8%
Cobb 317 913 1,230 32 5.1%
Conasauga 444 441 885 45 -43.4%
Cordele 365 498 863 48 -47.7%
Coweta 487 1,546 2,033 1 12.1%
Dougherty 264 736 1,000 43 -13.0%
Douglas 525 1,008 1,533 17 -2.4%
Dublin 412 731 1,143 35 -2.0%
Eastern 385 609 994 44 95.5%
Enotah 592 459 1,051 41 -33.5%
Flint 490 1,176 1,666 10 -17.2%
Griffin 582 1,095 1,677 9 3.7%
Gwinnett 600 1,063 1,662 11 2.4%
Houston 356 1,579 1,935 3 24.9%
Lookout Mountain 563 1,007 1,570 15 -20.4%
Macon 448 1,281 1,729 7 -3.1%
Middle 499 1,390 1,889 4 34.0%
Mountain 675 637 1,312 27 2.8%
Northeastern 405 733 1,138 36 -23.2%
Northern 567 887 1,454 21 -15.0%
Ocmulgee 566 629 1,195 33 5.0%
Oconee 524 994 1,518 18 -3.1%
Ogeechee 555 1,198 1,752 6 64.0%
Pataula 344 1,021 1,365 24 3.1%
Paulding 1,102 714 1,816 5 -6.7%
Piedmont 642 867 1,508 19 -24.7%
Rockdale 165 717 881 46 -22.7%
Rome 281 791 1,073 39 -23.4%
South Georgia 602 901 1,502 20 13.6%
Southern 673 916 1,589 14 20.6%
Southwestern 384 408 793 49 -12.6%
Stone Mountain 507 1,445 1,952 2 37.4%
Tallapoosa 696 666 1,362 25 -24.1%
Tifton 481 798 1,279 30 -19.3%
Toombs 454 600 1,053 40 -23.6%
Towaliga 808 908 1,716 8 -2.5%
Waycross 583 1,012 1,595 13 27.1%
Western 626 670 1,296 29 2.0%
Statewide Average 464 888 1,353 -2.2%
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Table 4
2010 U.S. Census and 2015 Projected* Population with Rank

2010 2015 Projected

Circuit Population Rank Population Rank
Alapaha 30,875 41 30,765 44
Alcovy 36,745 35 46,734 25
Appalachian 27,135 44 32,773 42
Atlanta 46,029 18 55,739 13
Atlantic 39,751 30 44,364 31
Augusta 43,490 23 46,321 27
Bell-Forsyth 87,756 1 73,709 6
Blue Ridge 71,449 3 88,095 2
Brunswick 38,708 33 42,309 32
Chattahoochee 42,948 25 47,348 23
Cherokee 38,836 32 44,480 30
Clayton 64,856 7 72,741 7
Cobb 68,808 5 77,981 5
Conasauga 35,557 36 38,457 38
Cordele 21,749 49 21,340 49
Coweta 56,452 8 66,911 8
Dougherty 31,522 40 32,219 43
Douglas 44,134 20 53,255 15
Dublin 24,774 46 27,175 46
Eastern 44,188 19 45,626 28
Enotah 29,646 43 34,373 40
Flint 67,974 6 82,412 3
Griffin 53,916 9 63,755 10
Gwinnett 80,532 2 91,068 1
Houston 46,633 16 49,958 17
Lookout Mountain 43,837 22 47,773 21
Macon 39,174 31 41,109 33
Middle 49,468 12 52,962 16
Mountain 42,746 26 46,706 26
Northeastern 50,504 10 65,134 9
Northern 36,827 34 40,546 34
Ocmulgee 32,472 39 37,039 39
Oconee 39,957 29 38,547 37
Ogeechee 48,467 14 57,227 11
Pataula 24,296 47 25,412 48
Paulding 47,441 15 56,567 12
Piedmont 49,416 13 46,913 24
Rockdale 42,608 27 48,864 18
Rome 24,079 48 25,653 47
South Georgia 43,248 24 47,586 22
Southern 43,946 21 48,448 19
Southwestern 29,908 42 34,371 41
Stone Mountain 69,189 4 81,919 4
Tallapoosa 35,128 37 39,866 35
Tifton 40,133 28 44,566 29
Toombs 25,549 45 27,483 45
Towaliga 34,198 38 39,811 36
Waycross 46,368 17 48,279 20
Western 49,841 11 54,992 14
Statewide Average 47,257 53,510

*Projection by Georgia Office of Planning and Budget
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Table 5
Number of Counties and Limited Jurisdiction Judges

Number of State Court Juvenile Probate Court Judges Magistrate
Circuit Counties Judges Court Judges Hearing Traffic Cases Court Judges
Alapaha 5 0 2 5 10
Alcovy 2 0 3 3 5
Appalachian 3 0 2 3 6
Atlanta 1 10 11 0 26
Atlantic 6 6 4 0 16
Augusta 3 5 4 2 12
Bell-Forsyth 1 2 2 0 3
Blue Ridge 1 3 2 0 4
Brunswick 5 4 5 1 15
Chattahoochee 6 2 3 5 11
Cherokee 2 0 3 2 9
Clayton 1 5 3 0 4
Cobb 1 12 4 0 15
Conasauga 2 0 2 2 7
Cordele 4 0 1 4 9
Coweta 5 4 4 2 14
Dougherty 1 1 2 0 3
Douglas 1 2 3 0 4
Dublin 4 1 3 3 6
Eastern 1 3 3 0 3
Enotah 4 0 1 4 10
Flint 1 4 3 0 7
Griffin 4 2 2 3 12
Gwinnett 1 6 5 0 20
Houston 1 1 2 0 3
Lookout Mountain 4 2 4 2 12
Macon 3 1 3 2 7
Middle 5 5 1 0 14
Mountain 3 2 1 1 7
Northeastern 2 3 3 1 6
Northern 5 1 2 4 11
Ocmulgee 8 2 1 6 27
Oconee 6 0 2 6 11
Ogeechee 4 4 0 0 7
Pataula 7 2 2 5 15
Paulding 1 0 2 1 3
Piedmont 3 1 1 2 6
Rockdale 1 1 1 0 3
Rome 1 0 3 1 3
South Georgia 5 3 2 2 8
Southern 5 4 5 1 12
Southwestern 6 1 1 7 16
Stone Mountain 1 7 7 0 17
Tallapoosa 2 0 3 2 7
Tifton 4 3 1 1 7
Toombs 6 0 1 6 12
Towaliga 3 0 1 4 8
Waycross 6 5 3 1 14
Western 2 2 2 1 4
Statewide Totals 159 122 131 95 471
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