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How to Successfully Navigate
the

2016 Legislative Session

Bills on the Web

Budget

Our goal today is to give you all tips and tricks on how to navigate the legislature during
session —its always a quick 40 days with a lot at stake so we hope this presentation will
give you some “hacks” so-to-speak on this nuanced process.

Please ask questions if you would like us to clarify or elaborate something and we can
take questions at the end as well

In the context of a courtroom, there is criteria for users to have a successful day in court
(showing up on time, dressing appropriately, having necessary forms and documents

ready)

The same rules apply when we are talking about working with the legislature.



GENERAL ASSEMBLY
TIMELINE

40 LEGISLATIVE Days

Day 1: Day ?:

January 11,2016 - Adjournment
Resolution

Day 30: . Day 40:

Crossover Day Sine Die

%% The 2016 session is
the 279 year of this
biennium %%

40 session days- these are not successive days, they are set by the leadership, which
agrees upon an adjournment resolution to determine which 40 days the General
Assembly will meet.

Adjournment Resolution- sent out by AOC, so you know which dates the legislature is in
session.

Crossover- all House bills have to pass through the House, all Senate bills have to pass
through the Senate.

Sine Die- Gen assembly adjourns sine die, meaning without assigning a day for a further
meeting or hearing. Last day of session, often goes until midnight.

Legislation works in 2 year cycles, often referred to as a biennium. The January
following an election starts a new biennium. This is important because legislation lives
through two sessions. The first year of a biennium, the legislature often extends the
session into April. In the second year of a biennium, they tend to schedule a quick
session because members are not allowed to fundraise while the legislature is in
session and with 2016 being an election year, there is a rush to raise money.



Speaker determines which committee the bills are going to be assigned to, as well as
who chairs specific committees

Bills addressing the courts are typically assigned to these two House committees, but
can also go to juvenile justice (chaired by Representative Tom Weldon or Public Safety,
chaired by Alan Powell).

No surprise, committee assignments for a bill are sometimes a very political. If
legislation is a priority (or of the speaker is looking to kill the bill) it can sometimes be
assigned to a committee that may not be the most germane. Example: HB 310 last year.



LG serves as the president of the senate and presides over the floor. He does not get a
vote. Both the LG and Senator Shafer have considerable power over committees for
both bills and senators as well.



Highlight difference between House and Senate Schedules- House has subcommittees
on everything, especially in the judiciary committees. House members also typically sit
on more committees. The House has A LOT of appropriations subcommittee meetings.

The House, with its larger membership, has a much higher volume of bills.



House rules sets the calendar for the next day.

Senate Rules: 18 members. Acts as the gatekeeper to the floor. It’s a little different from
the House. The Rules Chairman, Jeff Mullis, allows each member to bring up a set
number of bills to be voted out of committee. There is no formal hearing here, just a
bunch of lobbyists nervously sweating that their bill is going to get voted out.
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Sponsor (1) is the primary bill sponsor. Those behind are supporters and sometimes
speak in committee on a bill if the primary sponsor is overbooked. Committee
assignments post after they are read. House clerk and Secretary of the Senate fill in
information at certain checkpoints.

Bill is read by Secretary of the Senate “reader” who is kind of like an auctioneer. House
clerk reader reads the caption in the House.

**Go through the procedure on this bill** Recommitted and conference committee if
there is a sub from the original.

Note that a tabled bill can be brought up again through a committee vote. A bill that
fails a committee vote is dead.



2015-2016 Regular Session - SB 134
Speed Detection Devices; provide for a rebuttable presumption for law
enforcement agencies’ use of speed detection devices
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Note that a tabled bill can be brought up again through a committee vote. A bill that
fails a committee vote is dead.
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When your bill cant get through the regular old way, some legislators will use tacking to
get a bill passed. Use example of judy non-civil in the House holding committee on
House bills after crossover day. Code section must be the same and the tacked
language must be germane to the purpose of the original bill.

The Rope Line- Only members and senate or House staff can go on the floor of the
respective chambers. So lobbyists and citizens wait outside the chamber door and what
is called the rope line. Get a page to grab the member for you. Just one way to interact
with your legislator during session.
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Reach out —many of you are on a first name basis with your legislators, and that’s great. For
those who aren’t, you can quickly foster a relationship this way.

Be prepared with data, metrics and perf measures: data and evidence is so important these
days. We are going to talk a little later about the results from your survey, so the findings from
that will serve as excellent supporting data and information in the legislature. You may wish to
consider handouts based on your data as well — these should be simple, clear and easily
digestible. Make sure it is cleared with your respective council leadership so you can stay on
message.

Ask us to assist: we are here to support you in whatever you may need — from legal research
and policy analysis to bill summaries to meeting you before hearings to make sure you know
where to go, our role is to serve you

**Do consider informing both your supporters and opposition**

DON'T

Forget to notify local legislators when you plan to be a the Capitol - legislators love when their
constituents and fellow local officials make an appearance at the Capitol. For both judges and
legislators, it shows support and engagement from their community. It’s a benefit to you as a
judge to have that name recognition and familiarity, but it also benefits the legilsators bc it
demonstrates that their local community cares.
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Judicial Council budget unit is found in Section 6 of all Appropriations Documents

Subprograms are part of the Judicial Council Program within the Judicial Council budget
unit, which receives funds appropriated by the General Assembly. Specific amounts are
appropriated to each subprogram by the Judicial Council for their operations. Total
funds appropriated to the AOC by the Judicial Council are budgeted at the discretion of
the AOC Director and Chief Justice. The AOC Director does not necessarily exercise
discretion as to actual expenditures for all subprograms.

Total JC request in FY 2017 is $15,521,282

Justice Harold Melton serves as chair of the JC Budget Committee and Ashley Garner,
JC/AOC CBO, leads the budget effort in JC/AOC
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Policy Committee support — staff the Committee (coordinate meetings, work with
Councils on legislative proposals, faciliate communications during session, provide
support when requested).

Monitor and track legislation — in addition to JC package, we monitor hundreds of bills
that go through the General Assembly each year. If a bill affects the courts, we track it.
Some bills don’t go anywhere after being introduced, some move a little bit but end up
dying, etc etc, and you'll be able to find all of those bills through our legislative website.

Weekly teleconferences — Presidents and Council legislative chairs, and staff; check in
for everyone to keep everyone informed
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What Happens From
April to December???

= Legislative Development
- meetings and strategy

= S_lﬁ(ly Committees

= Commissions and Councils

Under the supervision and direction of the Judicial Council, the AOC of Georgia assists
judges, administrators, clerks of court, and other officers, employees, and entities of
the judiciary by performing administrative and legal, fiscal, information technology,
communications, and other technical services.

We are a service agency designed to assist you, your courts, and your Councils serve the
people of Georgia.

Legislative development- GTCL provides policy support to the Judicial Council and other
councils as requested. This involves meeting with stakeholders like the Prosecuting
Attorney’s Council, the State Bar, Georgia Municipal Association, etc to discuss issues
that concern JC legislation or others legislation.

Study committees- attend study committees that affect the judiciary and provide judges
with information related to those topics.

Commissions and councils— The Office of Governmental and Trial Court Liaison
collaborates with the judiciary, the executive and legislative branches of government,
the State Bar and other entities to further the policy goals of the Judicial Council and
the statutory mission of the AOC.

Outside of session, we attend meetings regarding judicial issues, like the Criminal
Justice Coordinating Council, Judicial Compensation Commission, Appellate Review
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Jurisdiction Commission, etc.

Additionally, GTCL provides its regular services to members of the Judicial Council and
each class of court. This includes:

Administrative Services: the Council of Municipal Court Judges, the Council of Municipal
Court Clerks, the Council of Magistrate Court Clerks and the Council of Probate Court
ludges

Secretariat Services: to the Municipal, Magistrate and Probate Court Judges Training
Councils.

15



Presentation Adjourned
Sine Die!
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