


DIRECTIONS TO THE WYNDHAM ATLANTA HOTEL

160 Spring Street
Atlanta, GA   30303

404-688-8600

FROM THE NORTH
Traveling Southbound on I-75 OR I-85, take Exit 249C (for Williams Street).  Continue on 
Williams Street and make a left onto Andrew Young International Boulevard.  Make a right turn 
onto Carnegie Way.  The hotel Motor Lobby will be on your right.  NOTE:  The Wyndham
Atlanta Hotel faces the rear entrance of the Westin Peachtree Plaza Hotel.

FROM THE SOUTH
Traveling Northbound on I-75 or I-85, take Exit 248C (for Andrew Young International
Boulevard), continue to Spring Street.  You will see the hotel straight ahead. After crossing
Spring Street make the 1st left onto Carnegie Way and the hotel Motor Lobby will be on your
right.    NOTE:  The Wyndham Atlanta Hotel faces the rear entrance of the Westin Peachtree
Plaza Hotel.

Traveling from the State Capitol area on surface streets,
Take Trinity Avenue (westbound) to Spring Street, turning right onto Spring and continue to the
intersection of Spring Street and Carnegie Way.  The Wyndham will be on your left.

PARKING NOTICE:   At the intersection of Spring Street and Carnegie Way the Wyndham is
on one corner and the Hampton Inn is on the opposite corner.  For anyone not wishing to use
Valet Parking at the Wyndham, there will be a Public parking lot next to the Hampton Inn’s
parking lot (enter from Carnegie Way).  There is also a multi-level public parking on the corner
of Carnegie Way and Cone Street (enter from Carnegie Way—formerly Macy’s Parking Garage). 
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Judicial Council of Georgia
Wyndham Atlanta Hotel

160 Spring Street

Atlanta, GA

Friday, August 20, 2004
9:30 a.m.

Continental Breakfast will be served beginning at 8:30 a.m. 

 1.  Introductions and Preliminary Remarks
 (Chief Justice Fletcher, Est. Time—5 Min.)

 2. Approval of June 16, 2004 Minutes Tab 1
 (Chief Justice Fletcher, Est. Time—3 Min.)

 3. Consideration by the Judicial Council of Requests for Additional
 Superior Court Judgeships & Recommendations to the General

Assembly and the Governor
(Mr. Ratley & Dr. Arnold, Est. Time—30 Min.)

A. Judicial Council Policy for Judgeship & Circuit Boundary Studies Tab 2

B. Charts Tab 3
1) Superior Court Circuit Time Line
2) Circuits, Personnel, & Weighted Caseload
3) CY2003 Criminal Filings by Rank & 5-year Percentage Change
4) CY2003 Circuit & Civil Filings by Rank & 5-year Percentage Change
5) Population
6) 4-Factor
7) Sample Ballots

C. Letters of Request and Comments from Invited Respondents:

 1) Alapaha Judicial Circuit (new request for 3rd Judge) Tab   4
 2) Appalachian Judicial Circuit (new request for 3rd Judge) Tab   5
 3) Atlanta Judicial Circuit (new request for 20th Judge) Tab   6
 4) Cobb Judicial Circuit (new request for 10th Judge) Tab   7
 5) Dublin Judicial Circuit (new request for 3rd Judge) Tab   8
 6) Houston Judicial Circuit (new request for 3rd Judge) Tab   9
 7) Southern Judicial Circuit (new request for 6th Judge) Tab 10

D. Carryover Circuit Requests Tab 11
 1) Cherokee Judicial Circuit (4th Judge)
 2) Coweta Judicial Circuit (6th Judge)
 3) Flint Judicial Circuit (3rd Judge)
 4) Gwinnett Judicial Circuit (9th and 10th Judge)
 5) Southern Judicial Circuit (5th Judge)
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 4. Vote on Requests by Written Ballot

 5. Committee on Court Reporting Matters Tab 12
 (Judge Boyett, Est. Time—5 Min.)

 6. Report from AOC Director
(Mr. Ratley, Est. Time—10 Min.)

 7. Rank Judgeship Recommendations
[Including all carryover requests]

* * * * * * * * * * 15 Minute Break * * * * * * * * * *

 8. Budget Matters Tab 13
 (Judge Salter, Mr. Harris, Est. Time—15 Min.)

FY 2005 Supplemental and 
FY 2006 General Appropriations & Enhancements

 9. Report on SSCIS Project
 (Judge Flanders, Mr. Nolan, Est. Time—15 Min.)

10. Judicial Emergency Management Task Force 
(Justice Thompson, Est. Time—5 Min.)

11. Jury Composition Committee of the Supreme Court
(Justice Thompson, Est. Time—10 Min.)

12. Old/New Business
(Chief Justice Fletcher, Est. Time—15 Min.)

Old Business:
< Standard Code and Statute Table Committee
< Court Fee Committee
< Cross Jurisdictional Issues Study Committee

New Business:

Date and Place of Next Regular Council Meeting
Date: Friday, December 10, 2004
Place: To Be Determined

12. Concluding Remarks and Adjournment
(Chief Justice Fletcher, Est. Time 5 Min.)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

12 Noon — Lunch Served in Centennial Ballroom - A

















































# of 
Superior Court 
Judge Positions 

Authorized 

# of
Probate Court 
Judges hearing 

Circuit 
# of 

Counties 

# of
State Court 

Judge 
Authorized

# of
Juvenile Court 

Judges and 
Associate Judges 

CY 2003
Weighted 
Caseload 

Circuits, Personnel, and Weighted Caseload 8/3/2004

 90  121  105 

Alapaha  5   2   2.8711  1  2  4 
Alcovy  2   4   5.0361  0  4  2 
Appalachian  3   2   3.3333  0  5  3 
Atlanta  1   19   18.8125  9  8  0 
Atlantic  6   4   3.6266  6  3  0 
Augusta  3   8   6.8947  4  4  1 
Bell-Forsyth  1   2   1.8772  1  2  0 
Blue Ridge  1   2   2.5532  2  2  0 
Brunswick  5   4   4.9301  4  6  1 
Chattahoochee  6   6   6.0391  2  2  5 
Cherokee  2   3   5.2876  0  2  2 
Clayton  1   4   4.5842  4  3  0 
Cobb  1   9   10.2294  10  4  0 
Conasauga  2   4   3.3163  0  1  2 
Cordele  4   2   2.8180  0  1  4 
Coweta  5   5   6.2709  3  4  2 
Dougherty  1   3   3.1107  1  2  0 
Douglas  1   3   3.6300  1  3  0 
Dublin  4   2   3.2325  1  2  3 
Eastern  1   6   3.8474  2  2  0 
Enotah  4   2   2.8080  0  2  4 
Flint  1   2   4.2978  1  2  0 
Griffin  4   4   4.6946  2  2  2 
Gwinnett  1   8   10.4929  5  5  0 
Houston  1   2   2.7822  1  1  0 
Lookout Mountain  4   4   3.3650  2  4  2 
Macon  3   5   5.4609  1  3  2 
Middle  5   2   2.4882  5  2  0 
Mountain  3   2   2.4796  2  0  1 
Northeastern  2   4   4.0482  2  2  1 
Northern  5   3   3.4914  1  2  4 
Ocmulgee  8   5   5.0007  2  1  6 
Oconee  6   2   2.7124  0  2  6 
Ogeechee  4   3   2.7263  4  0  0 
Pataula  7   2   1.9452  2  2  5 
Paulding  1   2   2.1034  0  2  1 
Piedmont  3   3   2.1784  1  1  2 
Rockdale  1   2   1.7311  1  1  0 
Rome  1   4   4.8163  0  2  1 
South Georgia  5   2   1.6860  3  2  2 
Southern  5   4   6.8786  4  4  1 
Southwestern  6   3   2.8770  1  1  5 
Stone Mountain  1   10   9.9026  6  4  0 
Tallapoosa  2   2   2.3793  0  3  2 
Tifton  4   2   2.5258  3  2  2 
Toombs  6   2   1.9847  0  1  6 
Towaliga  3   2   2.5122  0  1  3 
Waycross  6   3   4.1250  4  2  2 

 1  3  1  3.3341  3  
 188 

 2  
 159 

Western 
Totals: 

 



 
CY 2003 Criminal Filings by Rank and Five-Year Percentage change Per Judge  

8/3/2004
Total 

Criminal 
Filings 

% Change 
CY '1999 - 

2003 
Felony 

Dockets
Misdemeanor 

Dockets 
Probation 
Revocation 

Unified 
AppealsCircuit Rank 

Alapaha                                  1,117   3   607  380  131  0 -0.40%
Alcovy  820   16   328  275  218  0 0.06%
Appalachian  1,194  1   442  465  288  0 0.25%
Atlanta  921   9   733  0  187  0 -0.05%
Atlantic  457   45   358  12  87  0 0.79%
Augusta  449   47   369  80  0  0 -0.21%
Bell-Forsyth  366   49   204  57  105  0 0.22%
Blue Ridge  891   10   515  110  264  3 0.34%
Brunswick  639   34   526  50  62  1 -0.21%
Chattahoochee  470   44   281  95  94  0 0.09%
Cherokee  1,251  4   444  360  446  1 0.65%
Clayton  749   21   532  15  203  0 -0.01%
Cobb  1,038  27   677  12  350  0 0.34%
Conasauga  585   38   304  231  50  0 -0.31%
Cordele  809   18   402  204  204  0 -0.09%
Coweta  718   23   543  76  100  0 0.13%
Dougherty  923   8   489  16  418  0 0.08%
Douglas  716   25   534  34  147  0 -0.39%
Dublin  972   5   477  341  155  0 0.07%
Eastern  679   30   418  17  244  0 0.11%
Enotah  925   7   357  415  152  1 0.20%
Flint  737   22   562  25  149  2 0.39%
Griffin  788   19   525  94  169  0 -0.02%
Gwinnett  649   32   418  5  226  0 0.26%
Houston  927   6   549  147  231  0 -0.12%
Lookout Mountain  545   42   309  180  56  0 -0.21%
Macon  813   17   416  29  367  0 0.15%
Middle  552   41   479  9  64  0 0.09%
Mountain  715   26   360  182  174  0 -0.08%
Northeastern  792   20   467  126  199  1 0.09%
Northern  683   29   339  123  222  0 0.01%
Ocmulgee  850   14   376  213  261  0 -0.08%
Oconee  867   12   467  241  160  0 -0.01%
Ogeechee  579   36   429  5  145  0 0.18%
Pataula  720   24   334  254  132  0 0.09%
Paulding  659   31   291  337  31  1 -0.10%
Piedmont  821   15   368  371  82  0 0.18%
Rockdale  484   43   322  0  162  0 -0.21%
Rome  1,139  2   397  466  276  0 0.34%
South Georgia  556   40   383  39  135  0 0.11%
Southern  872   11   627  25  221  0 -0.04%
Southwestern  648   33   287  216  145  0 -0.01%
Stone Mountain  684   28   459  0  226  0 -0.27%
Tallapoosa  591   48   373  180  39  0 -0.21%
Tifton  448   46   304  14  130  0 -0.12%
Toombs  618   35   223  287  108  0 -0.15%
Towaliga  569   37   374  178  17  0 -0.04%
Waycross  584   39   487  75  22  0 -0.13%
Western  856   13   467  122  267  0 0.24%

Mean:                 752                                                                       462                           110                           180                         0 



CY 2003 Circuit and Civil Filings by Rank and 5-Year Percentage Change per Judge 

8/3/2004Total Circuit Filings 
Including Probation 

Revocations 

Total 
Civil 

Filings

% Change 
CY 1999 - 

2003 

% Change 
CY 1999 - 

2003 
Domestic 
Relations 

General 
Civil Circuit Rank Rank

Alapaha  2,211   10  1,094  31  434  660 -0.27 % -0.07% 
Alcovy  2,306   8   1,486  7  709  777 0.19 % 0.28% 
Appalachian  2,591   2   1,397  5  785  612 0.33 % 0.42% 
Atlanta  1,738   49  818  49  209  608 0.05 % 0.19% 
Atlantic  1,300   45  843  39  293  550 0.16 % -0.02% 
Augusta  1,561   36  1,112  29  349  763 -0.06 % 0.02% 
Bell-Forsyth  1,664   31  1,298  14  527  771 0.61 % 0.76% 
Blue Ridge  2,364   4   1,473  3  375  1,098 0.28 % 0.25% 
Brunswick  1,765   28  1,126  27  367  759 0.07 % 0.34% 
Chattahoochee  1,827   26  1,357  12  446  911 0.15 % 0.17% 
Cherokee  3,213   6   1,962  8  1,074  888 0.44 % 0.34% 
Clayton  2,153   3   1,404  2  133  1,271 0.08 % 0.14% 
Cobb  2,134   41  1,096  43  204  892 0.11 % -0.04% 
Conasauga  1,518   37  933  36  388  545 -0.19 % -0.08% 
Cordele  2,168   12  1,359  11  508  852 -0.07 % -0.05% 
Coweta  2,189   14  1,471  9  493  978 0.14 % 0.15% 
Dougherty  1,879   24  957  34  337  619 0.04 % 0.01% 
Douglas  1,998   21  1,282  15  667  615 -0.15 % 0.10% 
Dublin  2,520   11  1,548  19  559  989 0.07 % 0.07% 
Eastern  1,135   47  455  48  150  306 -0.34 % -0.59% 
Enotah  2,204   13  1,280  18  616  664 0.26 % 0.31% 
Flint  3,749   1   3,013  1  1,101  1,912 0.90 % 1.09% 
Griffin  2,083   16  1,295  24  430  865 0.05 % 0.10% 
Gwinnett  2,470   46  1,821  45  489  1,332 0.27 % 0.27% 
Houston  2,583   5   1,656  4  409  1,248 0.09 % 0.25% 
Lookout Mountain  1,563   34  1,018  32  308  711 -0.17 % -0.15% 
Macon  1,983   18  1,170  25  424  746 0.25 % 0.33% 
Middle  1,790   29  1,238  17  374  864 0.23 % 0.30% 
Mountain  1,922   33  1,207  37  414  793 0.08 % 0.19% 
Northeastern  1,801   17  1,010  21  406  603 0.15 % 0.20% 
Northern  1,777   30  1,094  30  422  671 0.06 % 0.09% 
Ocmulgee  1,579   35  728  44  301  427 -0.15 % -0.22% 
Oconee  2,081   15  1,214  20  444  770 0.02 % 0.04% 
Ogeechee  1,299   40  796  38  303  602 -0.35 % -0.47% 
Pataula  1,494   38  774  42  390  385 -0.09 % -0.22% 
Paulding  1,906   22  1,247  16  642  605 0.32 % 0.75% 
Piedmont  1,388   43  567  47  288  279 -0.23 % -0.48% 
Rockdale  1,543   48  1,060  46  326  734 -0.08 % -0.01% 
Rome  2,342   9   1,203  22  538  666 0.46 % 0.59% 
South Georgia  1,229   42  831  41  334  497 -0.24 % -0.26% 
Southern  2,539   7   1,666  6  493  1,173 0.02 % 0.05% 
Southwestern  1,479   39  831  40  392  439 0.00 % 0.01% 
Stone Mountain  1,889   25  1,204  26  208  997 -0.17 % -0.09% 
Tallapoosa  2,024   44  1,434  35  766  668 0.13 % 0.36% 
Tifton  1,876   23  1,429  10  473  956 0.09 % 0.18% 
Toombs  1,631   32  1,013  33  323  690 -0.16 % -0.17% 
Towaliga  1,837   27  1,269  23  545  724 0.09 % 0.16% 
Waycross  1,938   20  1,354  13  561  793 0.05 % 0.15% 

0.30% 0.27 %  615  503  28  1,118  19  1,974  Western 
Mean:                           1,920                                                                                  1,171                                                           398              774      



Population 8/3/2004
 

 2010 GA O.P.B.  Projected 
Population for Superior 

Court Judge 

2003 U.S. Census Population 
Per Superior Court Judge 

Circuit Rank Rank

Alapaha  27,327  26,026   45  45 
Alcovy  36,381  49,157   15  34 
Appalachian  37,056  45,571   19  32 
Atlanta  43,070  43,178   27  19 
Atlantic  35,170  35,709   37  36 
Augusta  39,825  40,780   31  25 
Bell-Forsyth  61,906  90,981   4  7 
Blue Ridge  83,320  107,072   1  2 
Brunswick  43,449  44,725   22  17 
Chattahoochee  42,260  41,981   28  21 
Cherokee  44,169  52,777   12  14 
Clayton  64,934  77,080   6  6 
Cobb  72,336  86,209   5  4 
Conasauga  31,820  35,206   39  40 
Cordele  29,773  30,519   43  43 
Coweta  58,815  69,361   7  9 
Dougherty  31,895  31,351   42  39 
Douglas  34,005  39,745   32  37 
Dublin  36,474  37,295   36  33 
Eastern  39,212  38,775   33  27 
Enotah  37,510  44,433   23  30 
Flint  75,002  105,914   2  3 
Griffin  50,589  57,568   11  10 
Gwinnett  84,168  102,620   3  1 
Houston  60,217  64,533   10  8 
Lookout Mountain  40,750  44,962   21  23 
Macon  38,232  38,448   34  29 
Middle  48,079  46,962   17  13 
Mountain  39,734  44,285   24  26 
Northeastern  43,669  52,107   13  16 
Northern  35,229  37,671   35  35 
Ocmulgee  30,966  33,734   41  41 
Oconee  33,874  33,797   40  38 
Ogeechee  41,749  45,923   18  22 
Pataula  25,990  25,947   46  46 

 50,036  69,037   8  12 
Piedmont  38,653  47,244  
Paulding                                                         50,036                                     12                             69,037                                    8

 16  28 
Rockdale  37,471  41,014   30  31 
Rome  23,342  23,722   49  48 
South Georgia  43,329  43,717   25  18 
Southern  50,423  50,129   14  11 

 28,961  29,778   44  44 
Stone Mountain  67,433  66,335   9  5 
Southwestern                                                  28,961                                    44                             29,778                                  44    

Tallapoosa  33,630  36,573   48  49 
Tifton  40,501  41,428   29  24 
Toombs  25,678  25,745   47  47 
Towaliga  30,789  35,349   38  42 
Waycross  42,315  43,369   26  20 

 15  20  45,301   43,926 Western 

 36,170  Mean:  46,195 





VOTE ON JUDGESHIP REQUESTS 
 

AUGUST 20, 2004 
 
 

CIRCUIT REQUESTING APPROVE
 YES NO
1. ALAPAHA (3rd Judge) ____________ ____________ 

2. APPALACHIAN (3rd Judge) ____________ ____________ 

3. ATLANTA (20th Judge) ____________ ____________ 

4. COBB (10th Judge) ____________ ____________ 

5. DUBLIN (3rd Judge) ____________ ____________ 

6. HOUSTON (3rd Judge) ____________ ____________ 

7. SOUTHERN (6th Judge) ____________ ____________ 
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PRIORITY RANKING OF JUDGESHIP REQUESTS 
 

AUGUST 20, 2004 
 

(1 = HIGHEST;     13 = LOWEST) 
 

CIRCUIT REQUESTING RANK
  

1. ALAPAHA (3rd Judge) ________ 

2. APPALACHIAN (3rd Judge) ________ 

3. ATLANTA (20th Judge) ________ 

4. CHEROKEE (4th Judge) ________ 

5. COBB (10th Judge) ________ 

6. COWETA (6th Judge) ________ 

7. DUBLIN (3rd Judge) ________ 

8. FLINT (3rd Judge) ________ 

9. GWINNETT (9th Judge) ________ 

10. GWINNETT (10th  Judge) ________ 

11. HOUSTON (3rd Judge) ________ 

12. SOUTHERN (5th  Judge) ________ 

13. SOUTHERN (6th Judge) ________ 
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TAB 13

BUDGET MATERIALS

FY 2005 SUPPLEMENTAL
AND

FY 2006 GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS & ENHANCEMENTS

WILL BE PRESENTED AS A HANDOUT AT THE MEETING




