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FOREWORD
The Summary of Enacted Legislation provides summaries of bills and resolutions that are pertinent to the judiciary passed by the 155th Georgia General Assembly during the 2019 Regular Session.
This publication organizes the summaries in numerical order based on their subject matter. For bills that were
vetoed, the veto message, as provided by Governor Brian Kemp, is included with the bill summary and are categorized in the “Vetoed by the Governor” section.
The Summary of Enacted Legislation is intended to be a convenient reference guide. Please note: a bill
summary should not be used as the definitive source of legal interpretation. For detailed information, the Act
itself should be examined.
Last, but certainly not least, the Judicial Council/Administrative Office of the Courts would like to thank our
2019 Legislative Interns – Taylor Evans and Guadalupe Mora – for their contributions during the legislative
session.
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SUMMARY OF THE 2019 REGULAR SESSION
The 2019 Regular Session of the 155th Georgia General Assembly convened on January 14, 2019, and adjourned
Sine Die on April 2, 2019. During the legislative session, lawmakers considered legislation on a wide range of
issues such as updates to voting technology, Medicaid waivers, rural access to broadband, and allowing the cultivation and distribution of marijuana for medical purposes.
A number of bills that affect the judiciary were passed including the budget for Fiscal Year 2020, enabling legislation for a Statewide Business Court, and changes to leave from court cases. The General Assembly also
passed a resolution naming the new state judicial complex in honor of Governor Nathan Deal.
Six Judicial Council-supported bills received final passage: HB 92, HB 134, HB 257, HB 381, HB 492, and SB 38
(by way of HB 239). HB 92 allows for up to six excess municipal court training hours to carry over to the
subsequent year if so requested by a municipal court judge. HB 134 repeals Code Section 36-15-11 of the
OCGA, which provides for law library funds to be directed to the general fund in counties with a population of
950,000 or more. HB 257 updates and modernizes several statutes related to magistrate court judges. HB 381
removes statutory language specifying the use of imputing gross income based on a 40-hour workweek at
minimum wage and provides for cleanup and technical changes to child support guidelines. HB 492 requires
that an application for execution of a writ of possession be made within 30 days of such writ being issued.
Language from SB 38 requiring that new case numbers be given to post-judgment proceedings filed more than
30 days after the initial judgment or dismissal of a case and providing for the computerized record-keeping of
such post-judgment filings was included in the final, passed version of HB 239.
To view the summaries of all bills tracked by the Judicial Council/Administrative Office of the Courts, please
visit us at: legislation.georgiacourts.gov.
To view all bills introduced during the Georgia General Assembly’s 2019 session, go to www.legis.ga.gov/.
To view the bills signed by the governor in 2019, visit https://gov.georgia.gov/signed-legislation/2019.
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BUDGET
HB 30 – Supplemental appropriations; State Fiscal Year
July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2019
House Author: Speaker David Ralston (R – Blue Ridge)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Jack Hill (R – Reidsville)

Judicial Council
• Reflect an adjustment to agency premiums for Department of Administrative Services administered self-insurance programs - $8,763

HB 30 is the Amended Budget for State Fiscal Year 2019
(July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019).
To view the budget as passed by the General Assembly,
please click here.

Judicial Qualifications Commission
• No changes

Signed by the Governor: March 12, 2019
Effective Date: March 12, 2019

Resource Center
• No changes
Juvenile Courts

Statewide Common Budget Changes for AFY 2019
include increases to reflect adjustments in agency premiums for Department of Administrative Services administered self-insurance programs. Highlights of the AFY
2019 budget (state funds) include the following:

Council of Juvenile Court Judges
• Reduce funds for personal services based on actual
start dates for new positions - ($18,616)
• Reduce funds to reflect actual reimbursements for
Family Treatment Courts - ($100,000)

Court of Appeals

Grants to Counties for Juvenile Court Judges
• Increase funds to meet the employer share for the
Judicial Retirement System - $90,034

• Reflect an adjustment to agency premiums for Department of Administrative Services administered self-insurance programs - $2,033
• Increase funds for per diem and fees for judges who
reside 50 or more miles from the Judicial Building in
accordance with HB 5 (2017 Session) - $55,461
• Increase funds for rent - $11,148
Judicial Council
Council of Accountability Court Judges
• Reduce funds for personal services based on actual
start dates for new positions - ($9,632)
Office of Dispute Resolution
• No changes
Institute of Continuing Judicial Education
• Reduce funds for personal services based on actual
start dates for new positions - ($12,325)
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Superior Courts
Council of Superior Court Judges
• No changes.
Judicial Administrative Districts
• No changes.
Superior Court Judges
• Reflect an adjustment to agency premiums for Department of Administrative Services administered self-insurance programs - $67,699
• Eliminate one-time funds for equipment for the
Northeastern Circuit judgeship created in HB 138
(2017 Session) - ($15,125)
• Reduce funds for personal services based on
actual start dates for new positions. - ($37,128)

BUDGET cont.
Supreme Court
• Reflect an adjustment to agency premiums for Department of Administrative Services administered self-insurance programs- $1,400
• Increase funds for per diem and mileage for two
additional justices who reside 50 miles or more from
Atlanta in accordance with HB 5 (2017)- $35,360
• Increase funds for a salary adjustment by the Department of Public Safety for the Georgia State Patrol
trooper assigned to the Supreme Court - $3,986
• Reduce funds for personal services based on actual
start dates for new positions – ($203,279)
HB 31 – General appropriations; State Fiscal Year
July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020
House Author: Speaker David Ralston (R – Blue Ridge)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Jack Hill (R – Reidsville)
HB 31 is the Budget for State Fiscal Year 2020
(July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020).
To view the budget as passed by the General Assembly,
please click here
Signed by the Governor: May 10, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
Statewide changes for FY 2020 include increases for
merit-based pay adjustments, employee recruitment, or
retention initiatives and a salary adjustment for judges
and justices effective July 1, 2019, adjustments in
agency premiums for Department of Administrative
Services administered self-insurance programs,
adjustments for TeamWorks billings, and re-ductions
to reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the
State Health Benefit Plan from 30.454% to 29.454%.
Highlights of the FY 2020 budget (state funds) include
the following:
Court of Appeals
• Increase funds for per diem and fees and mileage for
additional judges who reside 50 miles or more from
Atlanta in accordance with HB5 (2017 Session). $58,964

• Increase funds for rent due to relocation to the new
Judicial Building - $324,929
• Increase funds for Closed Caption Viewing. - $46,200
• Increase funds for two central staff attorney positions
effective July 1, 2019 - $328,288
• Utilize existing funds for online cybersecurity training
Judicial Council
Council of Accountability Court Judges
• No changes other than statewide
Georgia Office of Dispute Resolution
• No changes
Institute of Continuing Judicial Education
• No changes other than statewide
Judicial Council
• Increase funds for grants for civil legal services to Kinship Care families - $375,000
• Increase funds to maintain the single sign-on portal $183,000
• Increase funds for the Court Process Reporting System - $78,885
Judicial Qualifications Commission
• No changes other than statewide.
Resource Center
• No changes
Juvenile Courts
Council of Juvenile Court Judges
• No changes other than statewide
Grants to Counties for Juvenile Court Judges
• Increase funds for the Griffin and Gwinnett Judicial
Circuits to reflect the new superior court judgeships
effective January 1, 2020 - $25,000
• Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer contribution rate for the Judicial Retirement System
from 7.83% to 9.13% - $178,915
• Increase funds for the Ogeechee Judicial Circuit for
grants to counties pursuant to OCGA 15-11-52 effective July 1, 2019 - $100,000
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BUDGET cont.
Superior Courts

Supreme Court

Council of Superior Court Judges
• No changes other than statewide.

• Increase funds for per diem and fees and mileage for
additional judges who reside 50 miles or more from
the Atlanta in accordance with HB 5 (2017 Ses-sion). –
$59,172
• Increase funds for a salary adjustment for the Georgia
State Patrol trooper assigned to the Supreme Court. $3,986
• Increase funds for population-based membership dues
for the National Center for State Courts. - $7,708
• Increase funds for rent due to relocating to the new
Judicial Building - $217,413

Judicial Administrative Districts
• Increase funds for personnel for merit pay adjustments
- $180,229
Superior Court Judges
• Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer contribution rate for the Judicial Retirement System
from 7.83% to 9.13% - $178,915
• Increase funds for one additional judgeship in the
Griffin Judicial Circuit effective January 1, 2020 $196,830
• Increase funds for one additional judgeship in the
Gwinnett Judicial Circuit effective January 1, 2020 $196,830
• Increase funds for five law clerk positions - $343,005
• Eliminate funds for one-time funding for equipment
for the Northeastern circuit - (30,250)
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COMPENSATION/RETIREMENT
SB 171 – Relating to courts, primaries, and elections
generally, and Ad Valorem taxation; compensation of
various local government officials; modify
Senate Author: Sen. John Wilkinson (R – Toccoa)
House Sponsor: Rep. David Knight (R – Griffin)
SB 171 amends Title 15, Title 21, and Title 48 of the
OCGA to update and increase the minimum salaries
for clerks of superior courts, judges of probate courts,
sheriffs, tax collectors, and tax commissioners.
Signed by the Governor: May 8, 2019
Effective Date: January 1, 2021
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CRIMINAL
HB 118 – Crimes and offenses; transmitting a false
alarm; revise offense
House Author: Rep. Marc Morris (R – Cumming)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Randy Robertson (R – Cataula)
HB 118 amends Article 2 of Chapter 10 of Title 16 of
the OCGA to replace the crime of “transmitting a false
public alarm” with “making an unlawful request for
emergency service assistance.” The bill prohibits the request for emergency services assistance when conducted
by a person with false or unlawful intentions. If bodily
harm or death results from the response of a public
safety agency, such person shall be guilty of a felony.
Signed by the Governor: April 28, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
HB 217 – Crimes and offenses; employees and agents
of syringe services programs are not subject to certain
offenses relating to hypodermic syringes and needles;
provide

misdemeanor to felony and imprisonment of 1-10 years.
Signed by the Governor: April 18, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
HB 282 – Criminal procedure; increase amount of time
that law enforcement agencies are required to preserve
certain evidence of sexual assault
House Author: Rep. Scott Holcomb (D – Atlanta)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Renee Unterman (R – Buford)
HB 282 amends Title 17 of the OCGA to increase
the amount of time that law enforcement agencies are
required to preserve certain evidence of sexual assaults
for 30 years from the date of the arrest, or seven years
from the completion of sentence, whichever occurs last.
If there were no arrests such evidence shall be preserved
for 50 years.
Signed by the Governor: May 7, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019

House Author: Rep. Houston Gaines (R – Athens)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Kay Kirkpatrick (R – Marietta)

HB 424 – Crimes and offenses; include certain sex
crimes into the definition of criminal gang activity

HB 217 amends Code Section 16-13-32 of the OCGA
to provide that employees and agents of registered
syringe services programs are not subject to civil and
criminal offenses relating to the possession, distribution
or exchange of hypodermic syringes and needles that are
part of the program.

House Author: Rep. Deborah Silcox (R – Sandy
Springs)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. John Kennedy (R – Macon)

Signed by the Governor: April 2, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
HB 281 – Crimes and offenses; pimping and pandering; increase penalty provisions
House Author: Rep. Teri Anulewicz (D – Smyrna)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Randy Robertson (R – Cataula)
HB 281 amends Code Section 16-6-13 of the OCGA to
revise the punishment for first, second and subsequent
offenses for pimping and pandering. The legislation
increases the penalty provisions for such crimes from
10

HB 424 amends Code Section 16-15-3 of the OCGA to
include human sex trafficking, prostitution, pimping and
pandering into the definition of criminal gang activity.
The legislation also revises the rules pertaining to the
admissibility of evidence of a complainant’s past sexual
behavior in prosecutions for offenses of alleged sexual
misconduct in Title 24 of the OCGA Additionally, the
bill repeals the penalty of battery and redefines the term
“exploit” against a person 65 years of age or older. HB
424 also included language from HB 247 which amends
Title 31 to allow Georgia Peace Officer Standards and
Training certified investigators to conduct inspections
of unlicensed personal care homes, and it amends the
punishment of improper licensing and crimes against
elder persons.

CRIMINAL cont.
Signed by the Governor: April 18, 2019
Effective Date: April 18, 2019
HB 483 – Controlled substances; Schedules I, IV, and
V; change certain provisions
House Author: Rep. Ron Stephens (R – Savannah)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Dean Burke (R – Bainbridge)
HB 483 is the annual narcotics and drug update regarding Schedules I, IV, and V controlled substances. The bill
captures new synthetic opiates and synthetic marijuana.
Signed by the Governor: May 7, 2019
Effective Date: May 7, 2019
HB 551 – Controlled substances; kratom; provisions
House Author: Rep. Dewayne Hill (R – Ringgold)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Jeff Mullis (R – Chickamauga)
HB 551 amends Chapter 13 of Title 16 of the OCGA to
provide regulations for kratom. The legislation makes it
a misdemeanor to for those under 18 to possess or buy
the substance. It also makes it a misdemeanor to transfer
possession of the substance to individuals under the age
of 1. Additionally, the bill standardizes the packaging of
kratom to align with aforementioned regulations.
Signed by the Governor: April 26, 2019
Effective Date: April 26, 2019
SB 1 – “CJ’s Law”; penalty for hit and run accidents
that result in serious injury; provide
Senate Author: Sen. Elena Parent (D – Atlanta)
House Sponsor: Rep. William Boddie (D – East Point)
SB 1 amends Title 40 of the OCGA to make it a felony
to cause an automobile accident that results in bodily
harm7 and leave the scene of the accident. Any person
who violates this code section could be imprisoned
for no more than 10 years and could have their driver’s
license suspended for 3 years.

Signed by the Governor: May 3, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
SB 6 – Correctional Institutions of the State and Counties; use of unmanned aircraft systems to deliver or
attempt to deliver contraband to a place of incarceration; prohibit
Senate Author: Sen. Kay Kirkpatrick (R – Marietta)
House Sponsor: Rep. Kevin Tanner (R – Dawsonville)
SB 6 amends Article 1 of Chapter 5 of Title 42 of the
OCGA to prohibit the intentional use of drones over
places of incarceration for the purpose of photographing, delivering or attempting to deliver contraband. Individuals who commit or attempt to commit a violation
of the delivery provision shall be guilty of a felony and
imprisoned for 1-10 years. Those guilty of the photography provision shall be imprisoned for 1-5 years.
Signed by the Governor: April 28, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
SB 9 – Invasion of Privacy; sexual extortion; prohibit;
definitions; elements of the crime; provide
Senate Author: Sen. Harold Jones (D – Augusta)
House Sponsor: Rep. Ed Setzler (R – Acworth)
SB 9 amends Article 3 of Chapter 11 of Title 1of the
OCGA to create the crime of sexual extortion. A person
commits sexual extortion when they coerce another individual to engage in sexually explicit conduct or distributes any sexually explicit images of another person older
than 18. Punishment upon the first offense shall result
in a misdemeanor of high and aggravated nature. Second or subsequent offense is punished as a felony and
imprisonment for up to 5 years. Each violation will be
considered a separate offense. SB 9 additionally contains
language from HB 43 which updates and revises the
crime and punishment of sexual assault by persons with
supervisory authority by creating the crimes of improper
sexual contact by an employee or agent in public or
private schools in the first and second degree and also
outlines
11
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the required elements and punishments for each offense.
These offenses will not apply when the conduct is between individuals who are legally married or are students
at the same school.
Signed by the Governor: May 7, 2019
Effective Date: October 1, 2019 for Section 8; July 1,
2019 for all other sections.
SB 158 – “Anti-Human Trafficking Protective
Response Act”
Senate Author: Sen. Brian Strickland (R –McDonough)
House Sponsor: Rep. Bert Reeves (R – Marietta)
SB 158 amends Titles 9, 15, 16, 17, and 41 of the
OCGA regarding human trafficking, sentencing, and
victim treatment. Under this legislation survivors of
human trafficking are to be given trauma informed
rehabilitation across the state of Georgia. The crime of
prostitution is also revised to exclude those under 18
years of age. Finally, the bill adds a clause for recognizing
locations for human trafficking such as hotels and
nuisance areas, and it provides exemptions for selfreporting by these establishments.
Signed by the Governor: April 18, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
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CIVIL

Signed by the Governor: May 6, 2019
Effective Date: January 1, 2020

HB 228 amends Chapter 3 of Title 19 of the OCGA to
raise the minimum age for marriage from 16 to 17 and
require anyone seeking to marry at 17 to provide proof
of emancipation. Minors who marry at 17 would also be
prohibited from marrying anyone over 4 years older than
themselves. Minors seeking emancipation for the purposes of marriage must include in the petition: information regarding the intended spouse, a statement outlying
the background of the relationship and the reasons the
minor desires to marry, and any criminal records or protective orders issued for either party. HB 228 provides
various reasons for which a court may deny the petition
of emancipation. Finally, the bill provides counseling
requirements for those seeking marriage at 17 and states
that underage marriages in another state would not be
recognized in the State of Georgia for legal purposes.

HB 79 – Blind persons; child custody matters; provisions

Signed by the Governor: May 6, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019

House Author: Rep. Carl Wayne Gilliard (D – Garden
City)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Michael Rhett (D – Marietta)

HB 346 – Property; prohibit retaliation by a landlord
against a tenant for taking certain actions

HB 70 – Guardian and ward; guardian and conservators of minors and adults; revise provisions
House Author: Rep. Chuck Efstration (R – Dacula)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Jesse Stone (R – Waynesboro)
HB 70 amends Title 29 of the OCGA to update provisions of guardianship and conservatorship of minors
and adults. The legislation revises the costs of appointment of guardians, the powers of conservators to digital
assets and how jurisdictions of petitions are determined.
Additionally, the bill recognizes the “Uniform Enforcement of Foreign Judgments Act.”

HB 79 amends Code Section 30-4-5 of the OCGA to
add protections to those charged with the care of a child
and who are also legally blind. The bill mandates that
no court, department, or child-placing agency is legally
authorized to deny: child placement, custody, visitation,
guardianship, foster care, or adoption based solely on
that individual’s blindness. Additionally, parties petitioning the removal of the child from the care of the individual must bear the burden of proof that the individual’s blindness is endangering the child’s life.

House Author: Rep. Sharon Cooper (R – Marietta)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Jesse Stone (R – Waynesboro)
HB 346 amends Article 1 of Chapter 7 of Title 44 of
the OCGA to prohibit the use of certain retaliatory
actions by a landlord against a tenant who exercise any
right or remedy provided by for by a lease or law, gives
notice of repair, files a code complaint with a government agency, or participates in a tenant organization.
The bill further provides tenants remedies for such
relations.

Signed by the Governor: May 2, 2019
Effective Date: May 2, 2019

Signed by the Governor: May 8, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019

HB 228 – Marriage; change minimum age from 16 to
17 and require any person who is 17 to have been
emancipated

HB 387 – Property; liens in favor of private, nonprofit,
volunteer fire departments for instances of fire services
that are requested by property owners; provide

House Author: Rep. Andrew Welch (R – McDonough)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. John Kennedy (R – Macon)

House Author: Rep. Eddie Lumsden (R – Armuchee)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Jeff Mullis (R – Chickamauga)
HB 387 amends Code Section 44-14-320 of the OCGA
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to establish a new category of allowable liens to include
those in favor of private, nonprofit, volunteer fire
departments for instances of fire services that are
requested by property owners.
Signed by the Governor: April 28, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
HB 492 – Property; dispossessory proceedings; require
applications for execution of a writ of possession made
within 30 days of issuance of the writ unless good
cause is shown
House Author: Rep. Bonnie Rich (R – Suwanee)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Jesse Stone (R – Waynesboro)
HB 492 amends Article 3 of Chapter 7 of Title 44 of the
OCGA to require that an application for execution of a
writ of possession be made within 30 days of being
issued, unless good cause is shown in an affidavit
accompanying the application for such writ.

HB 543 – Domestic relations; equitable caregivers;
provide
House Author: Rep. Chuck Efstration (R – Dacula)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Randy Robertson (R – Cataula)
HB 543 amends Article 1 of Chapter 7 of Title 19 of
the OCGA to create a process for judges to set standards for a standing equitable caregiver. Under this legislation, judges may give individuals access to the court in
cases involving the custody, care or welfare of a minor if
the individuals can demonstrate by clear and convincing
evidence that to do otherwise would cause the child to
suffer physical or long-term emotional harm.
Signed by the Governor: May 6, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
SB 29 – Waiver of Immunity for Motor Vehicle Claims;
definition to clarify sheriff, deputy sheriff, other agent,
servant, or employee of sheriff ’s office; include

Signed by the Governor: May 6, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019

Senate Author: Sen. Harold Jones (D – Augusta)
House Sponsor: Rep. William Boddie (D – East Point)

HB 502 – Civil practice; continuances for members of
the Board of Regents and the Attorney General; revise

SB 29 amends Code Section 36-92-1 of the OCGA to
include a sheriff, deputy sheriff, or other agent, servant,
or employee of a sheriff ’s office within the definition
of a local government officer. This change would allow
such individuals to be protected from liability for official
acts involving the use a covered motor vehicle in performance of his or her official duties.

House Author: Rep. Andrew Welch (R – McDonough)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Jennifer Jordan (D – Atlanta)
HB 502 amends Titles 9 and 17 of the OCGA to amend
the standards under which court continuances shall be
granted to accommodate the official duties of members
of the Board of Regents of the USG, members of the
State Board of Education, and the Office of the
Attorney General. The legislation also addresses and
amends requests for legislative leave for members of the
General Assembly who are a party to a civil or criminal
case or lead counsel for a case pending in any trial or
appellate court.
Signed by the Governor: May 7, 2019
Effective Date: May 7, 2019
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Signed by the Governor: May 7, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
SB 31 – Law Enforcement Officers and Agencies;
performing any duty at the scene of an emergency; law
enforcement officers shall not be liable; clarify
Senate Author: Sen. Michael Rhett (D – Marietta)
House Sponsor: Rep. Calvin Smyre (D – Columbus)
SB 31 amends Chapter 1 of Title 35 of the OCGA to
clarify that law enforcement officers cannot be held
liable while rescuing a person or pet from a

CIVIL cont.
locked vehicle when such a person or pet is in clear and
imminent danger.
Signed by the Governor: April 28, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
SB 37 – Statute of Frauds; clarify that a mutual agreement to modify an existing promise, agreement, contract; shall be in writing and subject to statute of frauds
Senate Author: Sen. William Ligon (R – Brunswick)
House Sponsor: Rep. Bonnie Rich (R – Suwanee)
SB 37 amends Article 2 of Chapter 5 of Title 13 of
the OCGA to clarify that any mutual agreement that
modifies, alters, cancels, revokes or rescinds a promise,
contract, agreement or commitment must be in writing
and signed by all responsible parties.
Signed by the Governor: May 7, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
SB 77 – State Flag, Seal, and other Symbols; additional
protections for government statues; provide
Senate Author: Sen. Jeff Mullis (R – Chickamauga)
House Sponsor: Rep. Alan Powell (R – Hartwell)
SB 77 amends Chapter 3 of Title 50 of the OCGA to
state that any person who damages, destroys, loses, or
permanently removes monument hall be liable for triple
the amount of the full cost of repair or replacement of
such monument in addition to attorney fees and court
costs. Government agencies are allowed to move monuments if necessary for construction, but monuments
moved for such reasons must be placed in places of similar prominence within the same county or municipality
in which it originally stood. Additionally, monuments
cannot be relocated to a museum, cemetery, or mausoleum if it was not originally located in such a place.

SB 167 – Relative Search by DFCS; foster placement
for a child adjudicated as a dependent; determine such
child’s permanency plan; provide
Senate Author: Sen. Matt Brass (R – Newnan)
House Sponsor: Rep. Katie Dempsey (R – Rome)
SB 167 amends Code Section 15-11-211 of the OCGA
to restructure the legal management of children placed
within the care of the state and to increase the amount
of preference given to foster parents regarding custody. Under this legislation if a court was unable to find
relatives or fictive kin to take over care for the child,
the court could allow the child to remain in foster care.
This decision would be contingent upon both the child’s
wishes, their well-being and the safety considerations
about the foster home of the child.
Signed by the Governor: May 2, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
SB 190 – Child Custody Intrastate Jurisdiction Act;
party may bring a counterclaim for contempt in response to a complaint seeking a change of legal or
physical custody; provide
Senate Author: Sen. John Kennedy (R – Macon)
House Sponsor: Rep. Matt Dubnik (R – Gainesville)
SB 190 amends Title 19 of the OCGA to update and
clarify the Code section regarding the legal and physical
custody of a minor child. The bill also allows for counter claim actions in custody cases.
Signed by the Governor: May 7, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019

Signed by the Governor: April 26, 2019
Effective Date: April 26, 2019
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COURTS
HB 21 – Gwinnett Judicial Circuit; additional judge of
the superior court; provide
House Author: Rep. Chuck Efstration (R – Dacula)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. P.K. Martin (R – Lawrenceville)
HB 21 provides for an eleventh superior court judgeship
for the Gwinnett Judicial Circuit.
Signed by the Governor: April 2, 2019
Effective Date: April 2, 2019 for the purposes of
appointing the additional judge. All other provisions will
become effective on January 1, 2020
HB 28 – Griffin Judicial Circuit; additional judge of the
superior court; provide
House Author: Rep. Karen Mathiak (R – Griffin)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. John Kennedy (R – Macon)
HB 28 provides for a fifth superior court judgeship for
the Griffin Judicial Circuit.
Signed by the Governor: May 6, 2019
Effective Date: May 6, 2019 for the purposes of
appointing the additional judge. All other provisions will
become effective on January 1, 2020
HB 33 – Weapons carry license; extension of time for
the renewal of a license for certain service members
serving on active duty outside of the state; provide
House Author: Rep. Eddie Lumsden (R – Armuchee)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Greg Kirk (R – Americus)
HB 33 amends Code Section 16-11-129 of the OCGA
to allow for a grace period of up to six months for the
renewal of a weapons carry license for any military service member whose weapons carry license expired while
serving on active duty.
Signed by the Governor: April 26, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019

16

HB 92 – Georgia Municipal Courts Training Council;
training hours completed by a municipal court judge in
excess of those required may carry over to the following year; provide
House Author: Rep. Dale Rutledge (R – McDonough)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Matt Brass (R – Newnan)
HB 92 amends Code Section 36-32-27 of the OCGA so
that, if a municipal court judge completes training hours
in excess of the annual requirement, up to six of those
excess hours can be carried over and applied to the next
calendar year if so requested by the municipal court
judge.
Signed by the Governor: May 7, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
HB 134 – County law libraries; repeal a population
provision regarding the disposition of law library funds
in certain libraries
House Author: Rep. Bonnie Rich (R – Suwanee)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Jesse Stone (R – Waynesboro)
HB 134 repeals Code Section 36-15-11 of the OCGA
which provides for law library funds to be directed
to the general fund in counties with a population of
950,000 or more.
Signed by the Governor: May 7, 2019
Effective Date: May 7, 2019
HB 239 – Georgia Business Court; establish
House Author: Rep. Chuck Efstration (R – Dacula)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Jesse Stone (R – Waynesboro)
HB 239 amends Title 15 of the OCGA to add a new
Chapter 5A to establish and provide for the Georgia
State-wide Business Court. The court shall commence
operations on January 1, 2020 and may commence
accepting cases on August 1, 2020. The Business Court
shall have statewide jurisdiction over a variety of enumerated business-related claims. The bill requires an

COURTS cont.
amount in controversy for non-equity commercial real
property claims of $1 million or more and $500,000 or
more for other covered non-equity claims. Additionally, the Business Court is prohibited from hearing cases
involving physical injuries or death, mental or emotional
injuries, physical contact of an insulting or provoking
nature, threats of physical violence, domestic relations
under OCGA Title 19, residential landlord tenant
disputes, foreclosures, consumer claims involving retail
goods or services, and collection matters involving a
family-owned farm entity or an individual farmer. The
terms of the Business Court shall be the same as the
Georgia Supreme Court. Pretrial proceedings may be
held in either Atlanta, Macon-Bibb County, the county
where the trial would be conducted; or by video, teleconference, or other efficient technology. Trials shall
be held in the county proscribed by current venue laws.
Cases may be filed in the Georgia State-wide Business
Court directly or may be transferred from a superior or
state court. All parties must consent to filing or transferring the case to the Business Court. The filling fee for
the Business Court shall be $3,000. Initially, there will
be one judge and one clerk for the Business Court who
will be appointed by the Governor and approved by the
Senate and House Judiciary Committees. The business
court judge and clerk will serve a five-year term starting
August 1, 2020 and may be reappointed. The bill further outlines qualifications and salaries for these offices.
In addition to the Georgia State-wide Business Court,
superior and state courts may create a business court
division. HB 239 also included language from HB 246
which removes the requirement that the cost of a deposition be paid for by the Prosecuting Attorney Council in
certain criminal cases. Instead, the cost of the deposition
shall be paid for in the same manner as other motion
hearings. HB 239 also cleans up and amends several
provisions related to mandatory e-filing and prohibits
service providers from charging fees in certain situations.
Finally, HB 239 includes language from SB 38 which
mandates that any post-judgment proceeding filed more
than 30 days after the original judgment or dismissal
must receive a new case number.
Signed by the Governor: May 7, 2019
Effective Date: May 7, 2019

HB 257 – Council of Magistrate Court Judges; organization and provide for officers; increase authority
House Author: Rep. Mitchell Scoggins (R – Cartersville)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Chuck Hufstetler (R – Rome)
HB 257 amends Chapter 10 of Title 15 of the OCGA
to provide for general substantive and technical changes
to the magistrate court statutes.
Signed by the Governor: May 6, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.
HB 288 – Superior courts; revise the sums that the
clerks are entitled to charge and collect for filing documents and instruments pertaining to real estate or
personal property
House Author: Rep. Alan Powell (R – Hartwell)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. William Ligon (R – Brunswick)
HB 288 amends Title 15 of the OCGA to revise the
sums that clerks of the superior courts are entitled to
charge and collect for filing documents and instruments
pertaining to real estate or personal property.
Signed by the Governor: May 6, 2019
Effective Date: January 1, 2020
HB 307 – Abandoned Motor Vehicle Act; enact
House Author: Rep. Alan Powell (R – Hartwell)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Jesse Stone (R – Waynesboro)
HB 307 amends Title 15 to add abandoned motor vehicle liens to magistrate court jurisdiction. The bill also
amends Title 40 to enact the Abandoned Motor Vehicle
Act, which establishes procedures for the identifica-tion
and removal of unattended vehicles, recovery for costs
associated with towing and storage of unattended
vehicles, vehicle owner notification, mechanics liens,
and the judicial sale of abandoned vehicles. Finally, the
bill amends Title 44 to require that unclaimed vehicles
be listed on the Georgia Unclaimed Property List.
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HB 472 – Juvenile Code; procedures concerning removal considerations; revise

Signed by the Governor: May 7, 2019
Effective Date: May 7, 2019 for purposes of developing
the required forms. For all other purposes it shall
House Author: Rep. Bert Reeves (R – Marietta)
become effective September 1, 2019.
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Blake Tillery (R – Vidalia)
HB 381 – Child support; defined terms and terminology, grammar, and punctuation; revise and correct

HB 472 amends Chapter 11 of Title 15 of the OCGA
to revise procedures concerning the removal of children
from foster care. The bill expands the option for juvenile
House Author: Rep. Chuck Efstration (R – Dacula) court judges to place children in a temporary alternate
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Jesse Stone (R – Waynesboro)
setting before removing them from their home and
placing them in foster care. The bill expands the definiHB 381 amends Code Section 19-6-15 of the OCGA to tion of “fictive kin,” lays out the options and the process
revise child support guidelines by correcting grammatical for placement with fictive kin and other alternatives,
errors, updating internal cross-references, and revising
and it also details the court requirements and findings to
de-fined terms. The legislation removes language
perform such actions. This legislation supplements the
specifying the use of imputing gross income based on a
federal Family First Prevention Services Act.
40-hour workweek at minimum wage and to provide for
cleanup and technical changes to reflect changes in
Signed by the Governor: April 18, 2019
Federal law, rules and regulations.
Effective Date: April 18, 2019
Signed by the Governor: May 6, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
HB 471 – Motor vehicles; implied consent notices;
revise
House Author: Rep. Steven Sainz (R – Woodbine)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Randy Robertson (R – Cataula)
HB 471 amends Titles 27, 40 and 52 of the OCGA to
replace the implied consent notice with updated language for hunting under the influence, driving under the
influence, and boating under the influence. The updated
language removes statements regarding using an individual’s refusal to take breath test as evidence against them
in court.
Signed by the Governor: April 28, 2019
Effective Date: April 28, 2019

SB 225 – Juvenile Code; in conformity with the federal
Social Security Act and the Family First Prevention
Services Act; bring provisions
Senate Author: Sen. Larry Walker (R – Perry)
House Sponsor: Rep. Mandi Ballinger (R – Canton)
SB 225 amends several code sections to comply with the
federal “The Family First Prevention and Services Act”
in order to maintain federal funding. The bill increases
the standard of evidence in proving maltreatment in
dependency cases involving children of federally-recognized Native American tribes. It also creates a new type
of placement for children called the “Qualified Residential Treatment Program” that has a trauma-informed
treatment model to address the needs of clinical and
emotional needs of children. SB 225 additionally adds
to existing legal requirements to provide vital records to
youth aging out of foster care.
Signed by the Governor: May 7, 2019
Effective Date: May 7, 2019
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HR 1 – Nathan Deal Judicial Center; naming the forthcoming new state appellate judicial complex
House Author: Rep. David Ralston (R – Blue Ridge)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Jeff Mullis (R – Chickamauga)
HR 1 honors the life and service of Governor Nathan
Deal and establishes that the new judicial complex be
named after him.
Signed by the Governor: May 7, 2019
Effective Date: May 7, 2019
HB 25 – Contracts; provide military service members
civil relief concerning certain contractual obligations
due to circumstances of active duty
House Author: Rep. Dave Belton (R – Buckhead)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Bruce Thompson (R – White)
HB 25 amends Code Section 10-4-214 of the OCGA to
expand consumer protections. The legislation specifies
that self-storage facilities must be in full compliance
with the Service members Civil Relief Act. Additionally,
the legislation extends protections for other contractual
agreements such as television, Internet, audio programming, and health spas. Finally, the bill provides definitions and outlines legal proceedings for contract termination for service members.
Signed by the Governor: April 23, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
HB 64 – Parent and child; require child welfare agencies to make efforts to determine whether a parent or
guardian of a child who is the subject of abuse allegations is on active duty in the military
House Author: Rep. Brian Prince (D – Augusta)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Elena Parent (D – Atlanta)
HB 64 amends Code Section 19-7-5 of the OCGA to
establish reporting practices for child abuse. Military law
enforcement is to be added to the list of agencies that
receive child abuse reports. If such instances of child
abuse are substantiated, child welfare agencies will forward their findings to military law enforcement and the

applicable military installation family advocacy program.
Signed by the Governor: May 7, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
HB 213 – Georgia Hemp Farming Act; enact
House Author: Rep. John Corbett (R – Lake Park)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Tyler Harper (R – Ocilla)
HB 213 amends Title 2 and Title 13 of the OCGA to
allow for the cultivation of hemp and hemp product’s in
Georgia. Hemp growers to obtain a license annually and
outlines the process and requirements for obtaining such
licenses. The bill further gives the Department of Agriculture the right to test hemp crops for THC concentration and destroy crops which test over a certain level.
HB 213 also authorizes universities and colleges of the
University System of Georgia to perform research on
the cultivation and uses of hemp grown in the state.
Signed by the Governor: May 10, 2019
Effective Date: May 10, 2019
HB 227 – Insurance; discrimination against victims of
family violence to include victims of sexual assault;
expand prohibitions
House Author: Rep. Spencer Frye (D – Athens) Senate
Sponsor: Sen. Matt Brass (R – Newnan)
HB 227 amends Code Section 33-6-4 of the OCGA to
expand prohibitions on discrimination and unfair
practices against victims of family violence by includ-ing
victims of sexual assault in insurance coverage and
practices.
Signed by the Governor: May 7, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
HB 316 - Elections; definitions; provide for uniform
equipment and ballot marking devices
House Author: Rep. Barry Fleming (R – Harlem)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. William Ligon (R – Brunswick)
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HB 316 creates a new statewide election voting system
by replacing the current DRE machines with an electronic ballot marking device that will print a paper ballot
for voters to review and verify before submitting their
vote. The legislation outlines procedures and voting requirements that include expanding access for citizens in
jail, disabled individuals and allow for an updated review
process for provisional ballots.
Signed by the Governor: April 2, 2019
Effective Date: April 2, 2019
HB 324 – Georgia’s Hope Act; enact
House Author: Rep. Micah Gravley (R – Douglasville)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Matt Brass (R – Newnan)
HB 324 amends Title 16 and Title 2 of the OCGA to
allow for the production, manufacturing and dispensing
of low THC oil with a lawful valid license issued by the
Georgia Access to Medical Cannabis Commission. The
bill grants authority to said commission to coordinate
its activities with the Department of Public Health in
order to publish rules and regulations and establish the
security, quality control, tracking and oversight of all low
THC oil production in the state. The commission is in
charge of reviewing and approving applications in order
to ensure a competitive process for issued licenses. The
bill does not allow for ingesting of low THC oil through
food-like edibles and electronic cigarettes.

their placement in solitary confinement. HB 345 also
states that pregnant inmates who are held in jail awaiting
transfer to a state penal institution should be transferred
as expeditiously as possible and instructs county sheriffs
to make all reasonable actions necessary to facilitate such
transfers.
Signed by the Governor: May 7, 2019
Effective Date: October 1, 2019
HB 478 – Social services; improvements to the operation of child abuse registry; provide
House Author: Rep. Mandi Ballinger (R – Canton)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Elena Parent (D – Atlanta)
HB 478 amends Article 8 of Chapter 5 of Title 49 of
the OCGA to refine the process for expungement from
the child abuse registry based on the nature and circumstances of the crime as well as the risk that the abuser
poses to the community. The legislation provides that
when an investigator has found that abuse has occurred
through preponderance of the evidence, a copy of the
investigator’s report must be included the child abuse
registry. Additionally, the accused child abuser must be
given a notice of such report and informed of the right
to a hearing.
Signed by the Governor: May 7, 2019
Effective Date: January 1, 2020

Signed by the Governor: April 17, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019

HB 481 – Living Infants Fairness and Equality (LIFE)
Act; enact

HB 345 – Penal institutions; pregnant female inmates
or female inmate who is in the immediate postpartum
period; provide prohibited practices

House Author: Rep. Ed Setzler (R – Acworth)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Renee Unterman (R – Buford)

House Author: Rep. Sharon Cooper (R – Marietta)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Renee Unterman (R – Buford)
HB 345 amends Title 42 of the OCGA to prohibit
certain practices from being used on female inmates
during the pregnancy and the immediate postpartum
period. Among other things, the bill provides restrictions
on the use of restraints on these inmates and prohibits
20

HB 481 includes unborn children in the definition of
a natural person and states that unborn children with
a detectable heartbeat are to be included in population
counts and qualify as dependent minors for tax purposes. Additional, once heartbeat is detected the full
value of the life of the unborn child can be recovered in
cases of homicide of the unborn child. The bill prohibits abortions once a fetal heartbeat is detected unless a
physician determines that a medical emergency exists or

GENERAL cont.
that the pregnancy is medically futile. The bill further
allows for any woman upon whom an illegal abortion
was performed to recover civil damages. HB 481 also
amends Chapter 6 of Title 19, to set the maximum
amount of child support that a court may impose on
the father of an unborn child as the amount of direct
medical and pregnancy related expenses of the mother
during pregnancy.

SB 52 – Code Revision Commission; statutory portion
of said Code; revise, modernize, correct errors or omissions in and reenact
Senate Author: Sen. William Ligon (R – Brunswick)
House Sponsor: Rep. Timothy Barr (R – Lawrenceville)

Signed by the Governor: May 7, 2019
Effective Date: January 1, 2020

SB 52 is the annual code revision clean-up bill. It revises,
modernizes, and corrects errors or omissions of the
OCGA

HB 514 – Georgia Mental Health Reform and Innovation Commission; create

Signed by the Governor: May 12, 2019
Effective Date: May 12, 2019

House Author: Rep. Kevin Tanner (R – Dawsonville)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Greg Kirk (R – Americus)

SB 73 – Peace Officers’ Annuity and Benefit Fund; fees
collected in criminal and quasi-criminal cases prior to
adjudication of guilt; provide

HB 514 creates the Georgia Behavioral Health Reform
and Innovation Commission in order to review the
Senate Author: Sen. Tyler Harper (R – Ocilla)
behavioral health system in the state. The commission
House Sponsor: Rep. Gerald Greene (R – Cuthbert)
will review the impact of behavioral health issues on the
criminal justice system. The commission is set to run
SB 73 amends Code Sections 15-18-80 and Title 47
until June 30, 2023.
of the OCGA to provide that payments to the Peace
Officers’ Annuity and Benefit Fund collected from fees
Signed by the Governor: May 6, 2019
in criminal and quasi-criminal cases prior to adjudication
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
of guilt shall be deducted and remitted by the clerk of
the court directly to the secretary-treasurer or such fund.
HB 530 – Education; prohibit parents or guardians
from withdrawing or removing a child from a public
Signed by the Governor: May 7, 2019
school for the purpose of avoiding compliance with
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
laws relating to mandatory attendance, school discipline, parental involvement, or parental
SB 121 – Prescription Drug Monitoring Program Data
responsibilities
Base; length of time prescription information is reHouse Author: Rep. Bill Hitchens (R – Rincon)
tained from two years to five years; increase
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Jack Hill (R – Reidsville)
HB 530 amends Article 16 of Chapter 2 of Title 20 of
the OCGA to require the Department of Education
to provide copies of declarations of intent to utilize a
home study program to the local school systems where
the home study program is located. Moreover, it requires
public schools to contact DFCS if a child is withdrawn
from school without a declaration of intent and if the
child stops attending for a period of 45 days.
Signed by the Governor: May 6, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019

Senate Author: Sen. Larry Walker (R – Perry)
House Sponsor: Rep. Mark Newton (R – Augusta)
SB 121 amends Code Section 16-13-59 to increase the
length of time that prescription information is retained
in the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program Data Base
from two to five years. The legislation also authorizes the
Attorney General’s Medicaid Fraud Control Unit to
access the data base for enforcement purposes.
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Signed by the Governor: May 12, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
SB 213 – Campaign Contributions; content of and certain reporting crimes for certain campaign disclosure
reports; revise
Senate Author: Sen. Bill Heath (R – Bremen)
House Sponsor: Rep. Joseph Gullett (R – Dallas)
SB 213 amends Article 2 of Chapter 5 of Title 21of the
OCGA to require that a campaign contribution disclosure report must be filed after an election year. Additionally, the bill changes reporting deadline dates during election years by changing one reporting date from March
31 to April 30 reporting date. In non-election years, constitutional officers, executive heads of state departments,
and members of the General Assembly must submit
campaign contribution disclosure reports on January 31
and June 30. All other elected state officials along with
county officials and local officials must submit on June
30 and December 31. Finally the bill mandates that any
person who makes contributions on behalf of candidates must submit campaign contribution disclosure
report on December 31, regardless of whether or not
the candidate is required to submit a report on that date.
Signed by the Governor: May 12, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
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PUBLIC SAFETY & TRAFFIC
HB 226 – Courts; additional penalty for violation of
traffic laws or ordinances under Joshua’s Law; extend
sunset
House Author: Rep. Dominic LaRiccia (R – Douglas)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Brian Strickland (R – McDonough)

HB 470 – Law enforcement officers and agencies;
analysis and collection of DNA for individuals charged
with a felony offense but sentenced as a first offender or
under conditional discharge; provide
House Author: Rep. Steven Sainz (R – Woodbine)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. William Ligon (R – Brunswick)

Signed by the Governor: May 9, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019

HB 470 amends Title 35 of the OCGA to update and
improve DNA sampling of felons and the purging of
such records. The legislation adds the collection of
DNA to individuals charged with a felony who have
been imposed under first offender status. Additionally,
the DNA profiles of s uch individuals must be destroyed
within 30 days of the receipt of a certified copy of c ertain court orders.

HB 454 – Motor vehicles; operation of motorized mobility devices; provide

Signed by the Governor: April 28, 2019
Effective Date: April 28, 2019

House Author: Rep. Kevin Tanner (R – Dawsonville)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Steve Gooch (R – Dahlonega)

SB 25 – Rules of the Road; when a driver of a vehicle
need not stop upon meeting or passing a school bus;
clarify

HB 226 amends Code Section 15-21-179 of the OCGA
to extend Joshua’s Law from June 30, 2019 to June 30,
2022. Joshua’s Law has provided additional penalties
for driving misconduct and negligence in the State of
Georgia.

HB 454 amends Title 40 and Code Section 12-3-114 of
the OCGA to update policies for the Department of
Natural Resources to create and administer the Georgia
Scenic Trails System. It provides that bicycle trails need
to provide protection for cyclists from traffic capable
of moving over 20 miles per hour. The bill adds electric
assisted bicycles in the bikeways guidelines and removes
such bicycles from the Code Section prohibiting their
use on the highways of the state. The legislation also
establishes three new classes of electric assisted bicycles.
Signed by the Governor: April 26, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019

Senate Author: Sen. Bill Heath (R – Bremen)
House Sponsor: Rep. Ginny Ehrhart (R – Powder
Springs)
SB 25 amends Code Section 40-6-163 to allow drivers to
continue driving upon meeting or passing a school bus in
a highway with separate roadways that is separated by a
grass median, unpaved area or physical barrier.
Signed by the Governor: February 15, 2019
Effective Date: February 15, 2019
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HB 29 – Skidaway Island, City of; compliance with
constitutional requirements; provide

the Bell-Forsyth Judicial Circuit. Each Judge will receive
an annual salary supplement of $49,500 per year.

House Author: Rep. Jesse Petrea (R – Savannah)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Ben Watson (R – Savannah)

Signed by the Governor: April 30, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019

HB 29 amends an Act to incorporate the City of
Skidaway Island in order to comply with constitutional
requirements and provide for two homestead exemptions required to conduct the incorporation referendum
on March 2019.

HB 124 – Centralhatchee, Town of; provide for a municipal court

Signed by the Governor: February 15, 2019
Effective Date: February 15, 2019
HB 52 – Clay County; judge of Probate Court shall also
serve as magistrate of the Magistrate Court; provide
House Author: Rep. Gerald Greene (R – Cuthbert)

House Author: Rep. Randy Nix (R – LaGrange)
HB 124 provides for the creation of a municipal court
within the town of Centralhatchee.
Signed by the Governor: April 30, 2019
Effective Date: April 30, 2019
HB 125 – Bowdon, City of; provide for a municipal
court

HB 52 allows the judge of the Probate Court of Clay
County to also serve as the magistrate of the Magistrate
Court of Clay County on or after January 1, 2021, or
upon the office of the magistrate becoming vacant.

House Author: Rep. Randy Nix (R – LaGrange)

Signed by the Governor: April 2, 2019
Effective Date: April 2, 2019

Signed by the Governor: April 30, 2019
Effective Date: April 30, 2019

HB 95 – Jenkins County; appointment of deputy magistrates; provide

HB 127 – Echols County; Probate Court; extend time
for collecting technology fee

House Author: Rep. Butch Parrish (R – Swainsboro)

House Author: Rep. John Corbett (R – Lake Park)

HB 95 provides that the chief magistrate and deputy
magistrates of Jenkins County shall be appointed by the
county governing authority.

HB 127 states that the Echols County Probate Court’s
technology fee authority shall be terminated on July 1,
2025.

Signed by the Governor: April 30, 2019
Effective Date: April 30, 2019

Signed by the Governor: April 30, 2019
Effective Date: April 30, 2019

HB 120 – Bell-Forsyth Judicial Circuit; Superior Court
judges; increase salary supplement

HB 240 – East Dublin, City of; new term for mayor pro
tempore; provide

House Author: Rep. Marc Morris (R – Cumming)

House Author: Rep. Matt Hatchett (R – Dublin)

HB 120 revises salaries of the superior court judges of
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HB 240 provides for a new term for the mayor pro

HB 125 provides for the creation of a municipal court
within the city of Bowdon.

LOCAL cont.
tempore of the town of East Dublin. The bill further
provides that the judge of the Municipal Court be
appointed by the mayor and confirmed by the council.

HB 304 – Putnam County; Magistrate Court; revise
number, manner of selection, and compensation of the
judges

Signed by the Governor: April 30, 2019
Effective Date: April 30, 2019

House Author: Rep. Trey Rhodes (R – Greensboro)

HB 284 – Cobb County; Magistrate Court chief judge;
provide nonpartisan elections
House Author: Rep. John Carson (R – Marietta)
HB 284 provides that future elections for the office of
c hief judge of the Magistrate Court of Cobb County
shall be nonpartisan.
Signed by the Governor: April 2, 2019
Effective Date: April 2, 2019
HB 285 – Cobb County; probate judge; provide nonpartisan elections

HB 304 revises the compensation of the judges of the
Putnam County Magistrate Court, and authorizes up to
two part-time magistrates;
Signed by the Governor: April 2, 2019
Effective Date: April 2, 2019
HB 534 – Upson County; Probate Court; authorize
assessment and collection of a technology fee
House Author: Rep. Ken Pullin (R – Zebulon)
HB 534 authorizes the assessment and collection of a
technology fee by the Upson County Probate Court.

House Author: Rep. John Carson (R – Marietta)

Signed by the Governor: April 30, 2019
Effective Date: April 30, 2019

HB 285 provides that future elections for the office of
probate judge of Cobb County shall be non-partisan.

HB 571 – Ben Hill County; Magistrate Court chief
judge; provide nonpartisan elections

Signed by the Governor: April 2, 2019
Effective Date: April 2, 2019

House Author: Rep. Clay Pirkle (R – Washburn)

HB 296 – Superior Court of Hall County in the Northeastern Circuit; revise term of court

HB 571 provides for a nonpartisan election for the office of C hief J udge of the Magistrate Court of Ben Hill
County.

House Author: Rep. Lee Hawkins (R – Gainesville)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. Butch Miller (R – Gainesville)

Signed by the Governor: April 30, 2019
Effective Date: April 30, 2019

HB 296 revises the terms of the Hall County Superior
Court in the Northeastern Circuit from the first Monday
in May and November and the second Monday in January and July to the second Monday in January, April,
July, and first Monday in October.

HB 572 – Ben Hill County; probate judge; provide
nonpartisan elections

Signed by the Governor: April 30, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019

House Author: Rep. Clay Pirkle (R – Washburn)
HB 572 provides for a nonpartisan election for the judge
of the Probate Court of Ben Hill County.
Signed by the Governor: April 30, 2019
Effective Date: April 30, 2019
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HB 584 – Cobb County; Superior Court; restyle the
executive assistant and the executive secretary of the
clerk as administrative managers
House Author: Rep. John Carson (R – Marietta)
HB 584 restyles the executive assistant and the Secretary
of the Clerk of Cobb County positions for the Cobb
County Superior Court. These positions will become
official administrative managers.
Signed by the Governor: April 30, 2019
Effective Date: April 30, 2019
HB 594 – Waverly Hall, Town of; Municipal Court;
authorize assessment and collection of a technology
fee
House Author: Rep. Debbie Buckner (D – Junction
City)
HB 594 authorizes the assessment and collection of a
technology fee by the municipal court of the town of
Waverly Hall.
Signed by the Governor: April 30, 2019
Effective Date: April 30, 2019
HB 595 – Jenkins County; Probate Court judge; provide nonpartisan elections
House Author: Rep. Butch Parrish (R – Swainsboro)
HB 595 provides that future elections for the office of
the judge of the Probate Court of Jenkins County shall
be nonpartisan.

Signed by the Governor: April 30, 2019
Effective Date: April 30, 2019
HB 607 – Chatham County; State Court judges; provide for an accountability court supplement
House Author: Rep. Ron Stephens (R – Savannah)
HB 607 provides for an accountability court supplement of $6,000 for judges of the Chatham County State
Court if the court has implemented a drug court, mental
health court, under the influence court, or veterans court
division.
Signed by the Governor: April 2, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
HB 610 – Carroll County; Magistrate Court; authorize
to charge a technology fee for each conviction of a traffic ordinance or ordinance violation
House Author: Rep. J. Collins (R – Villa Rica)
HB 610 authorizes the Carroll County Magistrate Court
to charge a technology fee for each conviction of a traffic or ordinance violation and each civil case.
Signed by the Governor: April 30, 2019
Effective Date: April 30, 2019
HB 613 – Flovilla, City of; municipal court; dissolve
House Author: Rep. Susan Holmes (R – Monticello)

Signed by the Governor: April 30, 2019
Effective Date: April 30, 2019

HB 613 dissolves the municipal court of the city of
Flovilla and grants all matters of jurisdiction to the Butts
County Magistrate Court.

HB 596 – Washington County; State court; authorize
assessment and collection of a technology fee

Signed by the Governor: April 30, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019

House Author: Rep. Mack Jackson (D – Sandersville)
HB 596 authorizes the Washington County State Court
to assess and collect a technology fee.
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HB 616 – Polk County; grand jury shall not be required to be impaneled on the first day of each term;
provide
House Author: Rep. Trey Kelley (R – Cedartown)
HB 616 provides that the grand jury of Polk County
shall not be required to be impaneled on the first day of
each term.
Signed by the Governor: April 30, 2019
Effective Date: April 30, 2019
HB 617 – Haralson County; grand jury shall not be
required to be impaneled on the first day of e ach term;
provide
House Author: Rep. Trey Kelley (R – Cedartown)
HB 617 provides that the grand jury of Haralson County shall not be required to be impaneled on the first day
of each term.
Signed by the Governor: April 30, 2019
Effective Date: April 30, 2019
HB 631 – Butts County; courthouse; provide that fees
collected are for maintenance
House Author: Rep. Susan Holmes (R – Monticello)
HB 631 provides that the sum of $15 of each case
wherein a fine is collected or a bond is forfeited and collected shall be paid to the treasurer of Butts County for
the purpose of maintaining the Historic Butts County
Courthouse.
Signed by the Governor: May 6, 2019
Effective Date: May 6, 2019
HB 640 – Ware County; superior court clerk shall also
be state court clerk; provide
House Author: Rep. John Corbett (R – Lake Park)
HB 640 provides that the clerk of the Ware County Su-

perior Court shall also be the clerk of the Ware County
State Court.
Signed by the Governor: May 6, 2019
Effective Date: January 1, 2020
HB 644 – Pooler, City of; Municipal Court; authorize
assessment and collection of a technology fee
House Author: Rep. Bill Hitchens (R – Rincon)
HB 644 authorizes the assessment and collection of a
technology fee by the city of Pooler Municipal Court.
Signed by the Governor: May 6, 2019
Effective Date: May 6, 2019
HB 678 – Richmond County; Probate Court; change
compensation of judge
House Author: Rep. Henry Howard (D – Augusta)
HB 678 changes the compensation of the judge of the
Richmond County Probate Court to $142,000 a year.
Signed by the Governor: May 6, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
HB 694 – DeKalb County; clerk of the Superior Court;
require that tax parcel identification number information be included on documents recorded in the real
property records
House Author: Rep. Billy Mitchell (D – Stone Mountain)
HB 694 provides for the clerk of the DeKalb County
Superior Court to require that tax parcel identification
number information be included on documents recorded in the real property records of the clerk.
Signed by the Governor: May 7, 2019
Effective Date: May 7, 2019
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SB 93 – Superior Court of the Cherokee Judicial
Circuit; supplement to be paid to each judge of such
circuit; change
Senate Author: Sen. Bruce Thompson (R – White)
House Sponsor: Rep. Matt Barton (R – Calhoun)
SB 93 amends the supplement to be paid to each judge
of the Cherokee Judicial Circuit to $45,000 per year. The
district attorney shall receive $18,000 a year, which is in
addition to the compensation paid to the district attorney
by the state. These funds shall be paid out of the funds
of Gordon and Bartow counties and apportioned among
those two counties on a per capita basis.
Signed by the Governor: May 6, 2019
Effective Date: June 1, 2019

Signed by the Governor: May 6, 2019
Effective Date: January 1, 2020
SB 234 – Judge of Probate Court; shall also serve as
chief magistrate judge of the Magistrate Court of Atkinson County on and after January 1, 2021; provide
Senate Author: Sen. Tyler Harper (R – Ocilla)
House Sponsor: Rep. James Burchett (R – Waycross)
SB 234 provides that the judge of the Atkinson County
Probate Court shall also serve as the chief magistrate
judge of the Atkinson County Magistrate Court.
Signed by the Governor: May 6, 2019
Effective Date: January 1, 2021

SB 246 – DeKalb County Board of Registration and
SB 111 – Magistrate Court of Dooly County; judge of Elections; board members; appoint and nominate
the Probate Court of Dooly County shall also serve as
Senate Author: Sen. Steve Henson (D – Stone Mounthe chief magistrate; provide
tain)
Senate Author: Sen. Greg Kirk (R – Americus) House House Sponsor: Rep. Billy Mitchell (D – Stone Mountain)
Sponsor: Rep. Patty Bentley (D – Butler)
SB 111 provides that the judge of the Dooly County
Probate Court shall also serve as the chief magistrate of
the Dooly County Magistrate Court after January 1,2021
or upon vacancy of the office.
Signed by the Governor: May 6, 2019
Effective Date: May 6, 2019

SB 246 provides that the DeKalb County Board of Registration and Elections members shall be appointed by
the chief judge of the superior court.
Signed by the Governor: May 7, 2019
Effective Date: June 1, 2019

SB 130 – Office of Probate Judge of Johnson County;
future nonpartisan elections; provide

SB 247 – Magistrate Court of Troup County; technology fee for conviction of traffic or ordinance violation;
charge

Senate Author: Sen. Jesse Stone (R – Waynesboro)
House Sponsor: Rep. Matt Hatchett (R – Dublin)

Senate Author: Sen. Matt Brass (R – Newnan) House
Sponsor: Rep. Randy Nix (R – LaGrange)

SB 130 provides that future elections for the office of
probate judge of Johnson County shall be nonpartisan.

SB 247 authorizes the Troup County Magistrate Court to
charge a technology fee for each conviction of a traffic
or ordinance violation.
Signed by the Governor: May 6, 2019
Effective Date: July 1, 2019
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LOCAL cont.
SB 250 – State Court of Fulton County; appointment of
associate judges and their compensation; provide

SB 253 – Judge of Probate Court of Twiggs County;
authority to fix court employee compensation; provide

Senate Author: Sen. Jennifer Jordan (D – Atlanta)
House Sponsor: Rep. Derrick Jackson (D – Tyrone)

Senate Author: Sen. David Lucas (D – Macon)
House Sponsor: Rep. Danny Mathis (R – Cochran)

SB 250 provides for the appointment of pro tempore
judges, pro hac judges, and judicial officers and their
compensation to the Fulton County State Court.

SB 253 changes the manner of fixing salary adjustments
or allowances of the Twiggs County Probate Court
judge and employees of the court.

Signed by the Governor: May 7, 2019
Effective Date: May 7, 2019

Signed by the Governor: May 6, 2019
Effective Date: June 1, 2019

SB 252 – Clerk of Superior Court of Twiggs County;
authority to fix compensation of employees of Clerk’s
office; provide

SB 263 – Probate Court of Troup County; technology
fee and uses; charge and specify

Senate Author: Sen. David Lucas (D – Macon)
House Sponsor: Rep. Danny Mathis (R – Cochran)
SB 252 changes the manner of fixing salary adjustments
or allowances of the Twiggs County Superior Court
clerk and employees of the superior court clerk’s office.
Signed by the Governor: May 7, 2019
Effective Date: June 1, 2019

Senate Author: Sen. Matt Brass (R – Newnan) House
Sponsor: Rep. Randy Nix (R – LaGrange)
SB 263 authorizes the Troup County Probate Court to
charge a technology fee on each filing of a civil action or
proceeding.
Signed by the Governor: May 6, 2019
Effective Date: May 6, 2019
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VETOED BY THE GOVERNOR
https://gov.georgia.gov/vetoed-legislation/2019
(For a full list of list of bills vetoed by Governor Kemp,
please click here)
HB 311 – State government; waiver of immunity of
sovereign immunity as to actions ex contractu and state
tort claims; provisions
House Author: Rep. Andrew Welch (R – McDonough)
Senate Sponsor: Sen. John Kennedy (R – Macon)
HB 311 amends Title 50, Title 36, Title 23, and Code
Section 5-6-34 of the OCGA to waive the sovereign
immunity of state and municipal governments to permit
certain lawsuits against state and municipal government
officials acting in their official capacity, such as relief to
remedy an imminent or actual injury caused by a state or
local official or employee acting in violation of a state
statute, the U.S. Constitution, or the Georgia Constitution; and lawsuits that ask a court to declare a state or
municipal law unconstitutional. It requires that written
notice be served on a prospective defendant and the
attorney general at least 30 days before such a lawsuit
may commence. HB 311 does not waive state and local
sovereign immunity for the following claims: 1) claims in
which another state statute explicitly prohibits a sovereign immunity waiver; 2) claims for monetary relief,
attorney’s fees, or litigation expenses, unless assessed in a
frivolous lawsuit under OCGA 9-15-14; 3) claims alleging violations of federal law other than the U.S. Constitution; 4) claims brought in federal court; and 5) claims
brought by, or on behalf of, an individual in a penal
institution or a state mental health facility. The measure
also waives municipal government sovereign immunity
in certain breach of contract claims. HB 311 does not
waive or alter other immunities provided by statute or
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recognized by the courts, including grand juror immunity, judicial immunity, legislative immunity, prosecutorial
immunity, or qualified immunity. The bill also provides
for a direct appeal to the appellate courts of all judgments, orders, or rulings denying or refusing to grant any
type of immunity to state and local government entities
and officials. HB 311 only apples to claims arising on or
after July 1, 2019.
Governor's Veto Statement:"House Bill 311 would
create a waiver of sovereign immunity for claims
brought against state government. As Governor Deal
correctly stated in his May 3, 2016 veto statement for
House Bill 59, “[w]hile the concept of sovereign
immunity is relatively simple on its face, it is complex
in application . . .” In considering the possible
ramifications of a waiver, it is essential that the
provisions be appropriately tailored in conjunction
with the executive branch to provide pathways for
judicial intervention without unduly interfering with
the daily operations of the state. For example, this bill
bars claims against the state by individuals in a state
mental health facility. Until a workable waiver can be
crafted, it is important to note that not all suits against
the state are barred. The Supreme Court in Lathrop v.
Deal, 301 Ga. 408 (2017), Olvera v. Univ. Sys. of Ga.’s
Bd. of Regents, 298 Ga. 425 (2016), and Ga. Dep’t of
Nat. Res. v. Ctr. for a Sustainable Coast, Inc., 294 Ga.
593 (2014) has provided a path for suits to be brought
against the state. Further, the defense of sovereign
immunity is also waived for certain actions, including
breach of contract and tort claims against state officers
and employees while such individuals are acting within the scope of their official duties of employment. For
the foregoing reasons, I VETO HOUSE BILL 311."

2019 STUDY COMMITTEES
HR 585 – House Study Committee on Gang and Youth
Violence Prevention; create
Sponsor: Rep. Carl Gilliard (D – Garden City)
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