IN THE STATE COURT OF BIBB COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA


	
	Plaintiffs,

vs.

	Defendants.
	





	CIVIL ACTION NO.



	SCHEDULING ORDER



	To facilitate efficiency in the preparation of this case for trial and with input from the parties, the Court enters the following Scheduling Order:
1. Fact discovery shall end on _______,   20__.	
2. The Plaintiffs shall disclose their experts, if any, by _______, 20__.

3. The depositions of Plaintiffs’ experts shall be completed by _______, 20__.

4. The Defendants shall disclose their experts, if any, by _______, 20__.

5. The depositions of Defendants’ experts shall be completed by _______, 20__.

6. The Plaintiffs shall disclose their rebuttal experts, if any, by _______, 20__.

7. The depositions of Plaintiffs’ rebuttal experts shall be completed by _______, 20__.

8. The parties may modify the deadlines contained in paragraphs 1 through 7 by mutual agreement, without a Court Order, and the Court encourages the parties to accommodate each other’s schedules as necessary.

9. The deadline for filing dispositive motions, partially dispositive motions, and motions challenging the qualifications of experts is ____________.  Failure to file a dispositive or partially dispositive motion based on the defenses of (1) arbitration and award, (2) discharge in bankruptcy, (3) illegality, (4) laches, (5) license, (6) payment, (7) release, (8) res judicata, (9) statute of frauds, (10) statute of limitations, (11) lack of jurisdiction over the person, (12) insufficiency of process, (13) insufficiency of service of process, and (14) failure to join a party, by this deadline shall constitute a waiver (to the extent waivable), if the evidence as to that defense was known by and/or in the possession of the party with the potential defense, prior to the deadline.		
	Comment by Hanson, Jeff: This date needs to be late enough for the parties to have had an opportunity to get the transcripts of the experts.
10. The parties are directed to engage in a mediation of this case before _______, 20__.

11. The Court will hear all pending motions and hold a status conference at _____ AM/PM on ___________.  (Approximately 60 days before trial).   Each party is directed to submit a letter to the Court at least five (5) days before the conference advising the Court: (1) whether the case can be ready for trial by the date stated in Paragraph 13; (2) how many days will be required to try the case; (3) whether there are any scheduling issues to be addressed; (4) what motions are pending; and (5) the status of negotiation efforts.   If there are no motions to be heard, this status conference can be held by telephone.  If you want a court reporter, please notify my assistant, Pam Forbes, at least ten days before the hearing.  	
	Comment by Hanson, Jeff: This date needs to be more than 30 days after the deadline for motions, so the respondents have time to respond and the Court has time to review the briefs.
12. The Court will conduct a pretrial conference at ______ AM/PM on _________.  The parties are directed to submit a consolidated, proposed pretrial order to the Court at least five (5) days before the pretrial conference.  The proposed pretrial order should be substantially in the format contained in Rule 7.2 of the Uniform Rules for the Superior/State Courts; however, the pretrial order should also expressly indicate whether the jury will be asked to consider a non-party’s alleged fault and whether any non-party is to be included on the verdict form.  The parties are directed to submit any motions in limine and proposed requests to charge at the pretrial conference.  Electronic copies of the consolidated, proposed pretrial order and proposed requests to charge should be provided to the Court in Microsoft Word format.	 If you want a court reporter, please notify my assistant, Pam Forbes, at least ten days before the hearing.  
	Comment by Hanson, Jeff: This date needs to be set late enough for the Court to enter orders on motions presented at the Status Conference/Hearing.  Generally, it will be approximately 30 days before the trial date, so any issues identified through the exchange of the pretrial order and/or in the pretrial conference can be addressed before trial and so that the Court can prepare a draft of the anticipated jury charges for the parties to have in advance of trial.  
13. The Court anticipates this case will be ready for trial by _______, 20__.  	Comment by Hanson, Jeff: This paragraph may state a “ready by” date; it may state a start date for a special/priority setting; or it may state a special/priority “backup” setting.  If the case is set as a “backup” case, the Court will discuss relieving the parties from trial preparation 30 days before the trial date, if the case in front of this case has not come off the calendar at that point.

SO ORDERED, this ________day of _______, 20__.



							
	Jeff Hanson, Chief Judge
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