IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF FULTON COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

	SE (STEVE) CHOI,

Plaintiff, 

vs.

KI TAE LEE and JOHN BLACKWELL,

Defendant.


	CIVIL ACTION FILE NO.:

2010CV187861
Judge LaGrua


SCHEDULING ORDER

The following deadlines, policies, and procedures shall govern the above-captioned civil case.  


GENERAL INFORMATION


The parties must immediately notify this Court via e-mail or letter of any problem or dispute (disagreements about discovery, scheduling difficulties, unavailability of witnesses, illness, late addition of parties or claims, etc.) that could delay the deadlines or hearing dates set forth herein.  Modification of any deadline or hearing date contained within this case management order requires approval of the Court—even if all parties consent to the change.  Requests that the Court extend a deadline or hearing date should be made as soon as the need to do so becomes apparent.  No continuances will be granted but for good cause shown. Questions may be directed to Laura Forrest, Staff Attorney at laura.forrest@fultoncountyga.gov.  

COURTESY COPIES 

The parties shall submit courtesy copies of all motions, responses, and filings in the above-captioned case to the Chambers of Judge Shawn Ellen LaGrua.  Please include an e-mail address for each party/counsel of record. Each paper served, other than by the Sheriff, shall include a certificate of the person or firm making service, his/her/its relationship to the parties, action, or proceedings, as well as the date, method, and address of service.  The original of a certificate shall also be signed by the party or his/her/its attorney at whose instance service was made.  


DISCOVERY


Discovery shall close on _______________.  Except for good-cause shown, no extension of time for discovery shall be granted, and unless a motion for an extension of time is filed prior to the expiration of such discovery period.  In the event an extension of time is requested, the moving party shall submit a proposed, revised Case Management Order, which shall include the requested time extension.  Finally, the Court reminds the parties that, under the Civil Practice Act, they have a duty to fully cooperate in discovery and that the failure to fulfill this obligation may result in sanctions.

If a party wishes to present expert testimony in support of its claims or defenses it should preserve its rights to present such testimony by informing the opposing party of the identity of the proposed expert(s) at least 45 days before the close of discovery established by the Court as indicated above.   

MOTIONS


Except otherwise provided in the Civil Practice Act or ordered by the Court, all dispositive motions, and Daubert motions shall be filed and served upon the opposing party by                             ______________________. All motions shall be filed in accordance with the Civil Practice Act and the Uniform Superior Court Rules, and absent prior written permission of the Court, no party shall file any motion, brief, or response in excess of twenty-five (25) pages in length.  Every ministerial motion (e.g., motion to extend, exceed page limits, withdrawal) shall be accompanied by a proposed order.  Generally, motions shall be determined upon the motion and supporting documents; however, the Court may allow oral argument sua sponte, upon good-cause shown in a written request, or as otherwise prescribed in the Civil Practice Act.  Unless the Court directs otherwise, all orders, including findings of fact and conclusions of law orally announced in court shall be prepared in writing by the attorney for the prevailing party and thereafter submitted to the Court within two (2) days.  Failure to respond to any motion within the time afforded by the Uniform Superior Court Rules shall indicate that there is no opposition to the motion.  Absent prior permission of the Court, no party shall file any reply brief, which are generally disfavored.  


ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION

If the parties desire to pursue some form of alternative dispute resolution, they should complete such efforts no later than _______________________.  The desire to pursue some form of alternative dispute resolution shall not excuse this case from a trial calendar.  The parties shall contact the Court no later than _______________________ if they would like a referral to the Fulton County ADR Program.

LEAVES OF ABSENCE


An application by an attorney for a leave of absence shall be written, filed with the Clerk of the Court, and otherwise in compliance with the Uniform Superior Court Rules.  Leaves of absence shall be filed, individually, in all cases before the Court.  Although leaves of absence filed in compliance with the Uniform Superior Court Rules may be approved, the attorney must arrange, in the event the above-captioned case is scheduled for a hearing or trial, for other counsel to be present. 

CONSOLIDATED PRE-TRIAL ORDERS

A proposed, fully consolidated pre-trial order shall be submitted to the Judge’s Chambers on ________________________.   Do not present pre-trial orders to the Clerk for filing unless they have been signed by the Court. Plaintiff(s)/Petitioner(s) shall be responsible for consolidating the pre-trial order.  All other parties shall provide their portions of the consolidated pre-trial order to the Plaintiff(s)/Petitioner(s) no later than two (2) business days prior to the due date.  No party shall submit their own individual portions of the pre-trial order to the Court without written certification detailing their good-faith efforts to present the Court with a full consolidated order.  Extensions for submitting proposed pre-trial orders will be granted only for good-cause shown.  The proposed pre-trial order need not contain a listing of all evidence; however the parties will be expected to quickly provide this listing within ten (10) days of the Court’s ruling on any dispositive motions.  


TRIAL


Parties shall report for calendar call on _________________ at _______.  At that time, the Court will advise parties of their exact trial schedule (for the Court’s civil calendar weeks beginning _______________).  If necessary, a pre-trial conference / hearing concerning any pending dispositive motions will be held immediately following the call of the trial calendar.  Continuances will be granted only on the basis of exceptional circumstances.  Motions for continuance on account of the absence of any witness must show steps which have been taken to secure the witness, the nature of the testimony, and the availability of the witness.  

Attorneys shall submit general voir dire questions, jury charges, and a proposed verdict form to laura.forrest@fultoncountyga.gov no later than the day of calendar call.  If admissibility of evidence issues arise, counsel must call the Court to schedule an admission hearing.
Based upon the trial calendar, the following deadlines apply:
1.
Motions in limine must be made in writing and filed no later than ten (10) days prior to trial.

2.
All exhibits, to include demonstrative evidence, must be marked and exchanged prior to calendar call.

3.
In the event that over 100 exhibits are anticipated, parties must schedule a pre-admission hearing with the Court.

4.
An original and one copy of each party’s requests to charge must be submitted to the Court’s Staff Attorney no later than the morning on which the trial begins.  Special requests to charge (non-pattern) are limited to fifteen (15) per party.  When requesting pattern jury charges, the requesting party should list the title and page numbers of the charges on a sheet of paper.  The text of the requested pattern charges need not be printed.
Finally, the Court reminds the parties that failure to strictly adhere to the Local Procedures, the Uniform Superior Court Rules, the Civil Practice Act, or the Court’s orders in the above-captioned case may result in sanctions.


SPECIAL PROVISIONS:

SO ORDERED, this _____ day of ______________________, 20___.







________________________________








JUDGE SHAWN ELLEN LaGRUA








Fulton County Superior Court








Atlanta Judicial District

Prepared by:
