In The State Court Of Cobb County
State Of Georgia
XXXXXXXXXXXXX,
)




)



Plaintiff,
)
Civil Action File Number:



)
XX-XXX-XX

v.

)









)

XXXXXXXXXXXXX,
)




)



Defendant.
)
Order
This case comes before the Court on Plaintiff’s Motion to Strike Defendant’s Answer and for Default Judgment.  Having received no request for an oral hearing and having reviewed the Motion, the relevant legal authority, and the contents of the entire file, the Court hereby finds and decides as follows:
Plaintiff brought this action against Defendant alleging that Defendant was indebted to Plaintiff.  A timely Answer was filed on behalf of Defendant by XXXXXX.  Plaintiff argues that this Answer should be stricken because, in Georgia, “only a licensed attorney is authorized to represent a corporation in a proceeding in a court of record . . . .”  Eckles v. Atlanta Technology Group, 267 Ga. 801, 805 (1997).  Upon a search of the membership records of the State Bar Association of Georgia, the Court finds no record of XXXXXX being an attorney licensed to practice law in Georgia.  Therefore, the Court hereby STRIKES the Answer filed on behalf of Defendant.

Plaintiff further asks that the Court enter default judgment against Defendant.  However, the Court will withhold ruling upon the Motion for Default Judgment for THIRTY (30) DAYS, during which time Defendant may file a proper Answer. 
SO ORDERED, this ____ day of January, 2010.

____________________________________ 

David P. Darden, Judge
State Court of Cobb County
