Who’s (@ the Courthouse

The complex nature of the state's judicial system requires the expertise of many
professionals whose roles are essential for the judiciary to function efficiently and properly.
Here are a few of those professionals you are likely to encounter at your county courthouse.
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Citizens are sometimes called upon fo serve on juries

on both criminal and civil trials. The jurys responsibility
is to listen to testimony and arguments, and consider
evidence presented by each side in a case. The jury must

determine guilt (criminal trial) or liability (civil trial) and %
pass sentence, if appropriate.
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Cynthia H. Clanton, Director
dministrative Office of the Courts

et, SW, Suite 300 e Atlanta, GA

Georgia’s Court System

Through its roles of interpreting law, administering justice, and
regulating disputes, Georgia’s Judicial Branch serves the state daily.
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e Small claims ($15,000 or less)

e Minor criminal offenses

e County ordinance violations

e Preliminary hearings

® Arrest & search warrants

® Check fraud

e 159 courts, each county has
a magistrate court.

MUNICIPAL COURTS

e Violations of city ordinances
e Issuance of criminal warrants
e Preliminary hearings

e Traffic violations in city limits
® 370 courts.

Trial Collligts

e Delinquent juveniles under age 18
e Child in need of services, abused,
neglected, emancipation proceedings
e Juvenile traffic cases
e 159 courts, each county has a
Jjuvenile court.

Juvenile Courts

criminal, tro
SUPERIOR co
criminal, family
civil cases.
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Georgias courts of review are set up to correct legal errors or

- z errors of law made at the trial level. No trials are held at the
Some general |ur|sd.|ct.| appellate level — instead, judges review written records and briefs
hear appeals from limitec . and hear oral arguments from attorneys.
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Appellate Cou

The COURT OF APPEALS OF GEORGIA

and the SUPREME COURT OF GEORGIA
review appeals of decisions in the state’s

trial courts.

COURT OF APPEALS SUPREME COURT

e Appellate jurisdiction over Reviews cases involving:
lower courts in cases in e Death Penalty and murder
which the Supreme Court e Constitutionality of law

The State Judicial Building in Atlanta house
courtrooms for both appellate

has no exclusive appellate ® Treaties
jurisdiction ® Election Contests

15 judges, e COURT OF LAST RESORT
5 panels of 3 judges 9 justices




O UQ ary OTITE alled O eqagud

participant in the checks-and-balances system of government.

Each branch of government has its particular
function. The Legislative Branch makes laws.
i The Executive Branch makes sure the laws

| / are being followed. The Judicial Branch
| onasauga .
7, 4 interprets the laws.
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About Your Circuit 7

Use the state map at right to
answer these questions:
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I live in the Circuit.
There are counties in my Circuit.
How many Circuits have only one county?

Which Circuit has the most counties?

Pulaski

Why are there Judicial Circuits?

Originally judges would “ride the circuit” — About VYour C 1
a wide area made up of many counties — »
visiting each county seat hearing cases. The courthouse for my county is -
located in: >
-/
How are Circuits Named? It was built in this year: /5
Circuit names come from many sources: ' ' é
many are named for a county within ) IR AN S S A 7
the circuit while others are named for Z,
ivers or other landmarks. Many have S

ames derived from Native American




Judicial Selection

person can become a judge in one of two ways: APPOINTMENT or ELECTION.

POINTMENT — The Governor

appoint a qualified candidate - ,
a vacancy on the appellate
perior court, or state court. , JW [K@C&OM

on the bench, an appointed

n for the office in future 3 Most judges in Georgia run for offic
# in elections which are nonpartiso

meaning candidates are not affiligted
with any political party.
judge must
nd of each 9 Justices of the Supreme Court and judges of
un the Court of Appeals are elected to six-year
terms. Judges of the Superior, State, Probate,
and Magistrate courts serve four-year terms.
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st woman superior

court judge in

DeKalb County. Presiding Justice Harold

Enjoys gardening. Born in Washington, D€ Newly appointed gubernatorial appointees

First African-American Stude 2l S 7 s Erveie

President at Auburn.
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Superior Court: Probate Court:
State Court: Magistrate Court:

Juvenile Court: Municipal Court:
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