
IN THE MUNICIPAL COURT F NORCROSS, GWINNETT COUNTY 

r~w, 
JUL 1 6 2020 

IN RE: Declaration of Judicial Emerge cy and 

Adoption of Guidelines for Municipal 

Operation Date: July 16, 2020 Norcross Municipal Court 

ORDER EXTENDING UDICIAL EMERGENCY AND 

ADOPTION OF COUNCIL OF MU ICIPAL COURT JUDGES OF GEORGIA 
BEST PRACTICES AND GUIDEL NES FOR OPERATION OF MUNICIPAL 

COURTS DURING llE COVID-19 RECOVERY 

WHEREAS. the Governor has determined hat a Public Health State of Emergency exists in 

the State of Georgia due to the spread of th Coronavirus/COVI D-19, and whereas that state 

of emergency constitutes a 'Judicial emerg ncy" pursuant to 0. C.G.A. § 38-3-60 et seq .. see 

O.C.G.A. §38-3-60(2). 
! 

I 

WHEREAS, pursuant to O.C.G.A. §38-3-61, he Honorable Harold D. Melton, Chief Justice of 

the Supreme Court of Georgia, has ORDER D AND DECLARED a Statewide Judicial 

Emergency in the State of Georgia. The na ure of this emergency is the continued 

transmission of Coronavirus/COVID-19 thr ughout the State and the potential infection of 

those who work in or are required to appear in our courts. 

WHEREAS, the Honorable Chief Justice H rold D. Melton, Georgia Supreme Court has on 

July 10. 2020 ordered and declared an e ension of the Statewide Judicial Emergency until 

Tuesday. August 11. 2020 at 11:59PM. 

WHEREAS, it is necessary and proper to a opt guidelines to ensure public safety and 

protect the health of the general public, liti ants, court personnel, lawyers. and all others 

with whom the court comes in contact. in k eping with general public health guidelines 

and the Order of Chief Justice Melton; • 

NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to O.C.G.A. §138-3-61, The Honorable Chief Judge Kenneth E. 

Wickham of the Municipal Court of Norcross, Gwinnett County Georgia, DOES HEREBY 

EXTEND this Court's previous order and de laration of a Judicial Emergency in the City of 

Norcross until Tuesday, August 11, 2020 at 11:59 P.M. This Court shall continue to operate 

under the restrictions set forth in the initial beorgia Supreme Court 
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I 

Chief Ju. stice's Order Declaring Judicial Emf rgency of March 14, 2020 as extended on April 
6, 2020. as extended on May 11, 2020. as extended on June 12, 2020. and as extended on 

July 10. 2020. 
I 

This Court shall continue to use an increase the use of technology to conduct 

remote judicial proceedings as a preferred lternative to in-person proceedings, both to 

ensure that essential court functions are c ntinued and to conduct non-essential 

proceedings to limit the backlog of such m tters when the judicial emergency is 

terminated. The Court may compel the pa icipation of litigants, lawyers. witnesses. and 

other essential personnel in remote judicial proceedings, including civil non-jury trials and 

other non-jury adjudicative proceedings, w ere allowed by court rules (including emergency 

amendments thereto). Such proceedings, owever. must be consistent with public health 

guidance, must not impose undue burdens on participants, and must not be prohibited by 

the requirements of the United States or G orgia constitutions or applicable statutes or court 

rules. 

In civil, criminaL and juvenile proce dings. parties may expressly consent on the 

record to remote proceedings not otherwis authorized and affirmatively waive otherwise 

applicable legal requirements. The Court hall ensure the public's right of access to judicial 

proceedings and, unless affirmatively waiv din the record. a criminal defendant's rights to 

confrontation and open courtrooms. ! 

This court may conduct essential anld non-essential in-person judicial proceedings, 

but only in compliance with public health g~idance and with the requirements of the United 

States and Georgia constitutions and appli~able statutes and court rules, including the 

public's right of access to judicial proceedin~s and a criminal defendant's rights to 

confrontation and open courtrooms. ' 

The Court hereby adopts and includes as part of this Order by reference the Best 

Practices Recovery =a.:..:n~d=-G=u:.!.id=e.:..:I i~n,_,,e::.:s::....f:..:::o::..:rc..=;;.c.:::.:.::=.:.:..:.::&..:.:.:.:::.:.:..:.=.c.::::.=....:=-=..=.:...:.:..=-=:..:....:..::...:..i::l....::.:..::=...;:::....:c...::....:c=.... 
jj!__. These guidelines address how in-cou proceedings generally and particular types of 

proceedings will be conducted to protect the health of litigants. lawyers,judg es, court 

personnel, and the public. These guideline were adopted and published by the Council of 

Municipal Court Judges of Georgia and are
1

attached hereto as Exhibit "A". 

The Court further references and shall me t all requirements adopted by the Georgia 

.=,,;:;..,;;,,,,;,.""""";,,,,,,,,;;.+="'""'-"-="""""""""""~"'""""G ..... u.._i ..... d""'"'e. dated Jun e 11, 2 0 2 0 

posted at courthouse entrances and on of 
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the City of Norcross, Georgia to provide a vance notice to litigants, lawyers. and the 

public. 

The Judicial Emergency shall terminat on August 11, 2020, at 11 :59 P.M., unless 

otherwise amended. 

Should the state of emergency ext nd beyond the period indicated above or 

should the nature of the emergency othe, ise require modification, a determination of 

available alternative remedies for the co~duct of court business will be made as 

necessary, and a corresponding order will be entered and distributed in accordance 

with Georgia law. 

Pursuant to O.C.G A. § 38-3-63: IT IS ORDERED that the Sheriff of Gwinnett 

County and Chief of Police for the City of !Norcross shall post this Order on his public 

notification site and in the courthouse: I 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that th!e undersigned shall immediately notify and 

serve Chief Justice Harold D. Melton of th~ Supreme Court with a copy of this Order. 

such service to be accomplished via em~il to Therese Barnes, the Clerk of the Supreme 

Court of Georgia, at barnest@ilasupremp.us and the Administrative Office of the Courts. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that thEj! undersigned shall immediately notify and 
I 

serve a copy of the order on the judges a~d clerks of a11 courts sitting within the 

jurisdictions affected and on the clerks ot the Georgia Court of Appeals and the Georgia 

Supreme Court. such service to be accoiPplished through reasonable means to assure 
I 

expeditious receipt: and. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED thatt~e undersigned shall give notice of the issuance 

of this Order to the affected parties. coun~el for the affected parties, and the public. 
i 

Notice of the issuance of this Order and ~ copy thereof shall be published upon the City 

of Norcross Municipal Court website, and !shall be posted prominently upon all 

entrances to the City of Norcross Court bf ilding and the City of Norcross Court Services 

Office. 1 

I 

IT IS SO ORDERED this 13th day o~ July, 2 20 

Kenneth E. Wickham, Chief Judge 

City of Norcross Municipal Court 
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