IN THE SUPERIOR COURTS
MOUNTAIN JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: Jury Trials *
* Standing Order of the Courts
Date: July 30, 2020 *
*

ORDER ESTABLISHING COVID-19 JURY COMMITTEE
IN EACH COUNTY OF THE CIRCUIT

It is hereby ORDERED, that there is established in each of the counties of this
circuit a local Covid-19 Jury Committee to assist the courts with conducting in-person
Grand and Trial Jury proceedings. The committees shall have the goal of ensuring the
health and safety of all persons involved while protecting the Constitutional Rights of
the parties (including the accused in Criminal Cases), as well as meeting the
requirements of law regarding public access and open courtrooms, while preserving
the solemnity and dignity of these important proceedings.

This Order is entered in anticipation of the entry of an order by the Chief Justice
of the State of Georgia. Duties of the committees shall include: (1) identifying,
evaluating, and recommending the best accommodations and location for jury
proceedings, including whether an off-site location should be considered; (2)
developing written guidelines for resuming jury trials and grand jury proceedings,
including sanitization procedures, mask requirements, social distancing protocols,
and the like; (3) developing written material to be published to litigants and the public
to inform and educate them regarding the health precautions which will be in place;
(4) recommending an appropriate date (which may be different in each county) as to
when such proceedings should resume; and (5} any other duties required by the order
of the Chief Justice or deemed necessary by a committee in the performance of those
duties specified.

The following persons, or their designee, are appointed to the committees as
listed below:
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HABERSHAM COUNTY

Hon. B. Chan Caudell, Judge of Superior Court — Committee Chair
Hon. M. Steven Campbell, Chief Judge of Habersham State Court

Mr. George Christian, District Attorney

Mr. Drew Powell, Chief Public Defender

Mu. Bill Oliver, Solicitor of Habersham State Court

Mr. Henry Simmons, State Court Public Defender

Mr. David Wall, Clerk of Superior and State Courts

Mr. Joey Terrell, Habersham County Sheriff

Dr. Pamela Logan, Director, Georgia Department of Public Health,
District 2

Two members of the Bar who reside or have an office in such county to
be appointed by Austin Perry, Esq., President of the Mountain Circuit
Bar Association.

RABUN COUNTY

Hon. Russell W. Smith, Chief Judge of Superior Court —

Committee Chair

Mr. George Christian, District Attorney

Mr. Drew Powell, Chief Public Defender

Ms. Holly Henry-Perry, Clerk of Superior Court

Mr. Chad Nichols, Rabun County Sheriff

Dr. Pamela Logan, Director, Georgia Department of Public Health,
District 2

Two members of the Bar who reside or have an office in such county to
be appointed by Austin Perry, Esq., President of the Mountain Circuit
Bar Association,

STEPHENS COUNTY

Hon. Russell W. Smith, Chief Judge of Superior Court ~

Committee Chair

Hon. James Irvin, Chief Judge of Stephens State Court

Mr. George Christian, District Attorney

Mr. Drew Powell, Chief Public Defender

Ms. Ann Pickett, Solicitor of Stephens State Court

Ms. Nina Svoren, State Court Public Defender

Mr. Tim Quick. Clerk of Superior and State Courts

Mr. Randy Shirley, Stephens County Sheriff

Dr. Pamela lLogan, Director, Georgia Department of Public Health,
District 2

Two members of the Bar who reside or have an office in such county to
be appointed by Austin Perry, Esq., President of the Mountain Circuit
Bar Association.
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The Committee Chair may also appoint a local physician or other medical
professional to serve on a county committee or to assist by providing medical expertise.

It is further ORDERED that the committees established shall remain in
existence for so long as Covid-19 remains a threat to the public health and safety;

It is further ORDERED, that any and all provisions of the Fourth Order
Extending Statewide Judicial Emergency issued by the Chief Justice of the Georgia
Supreme Court not otherwise addressed in the Court’s most recent Standing Order are
hereby adopted and made the ORDER of the Superior Courts of this Circuit.
Specifically, it is ORDERED that with regard to everyone who works in a court facility,
any person with known or suspected COVID-19 infection is required to isolate and the
quarantine of any person with COVID-19 exposure likely to result in infection is
required, in accordance with the DPH Seventh Amended Administrative Order for
Public Health Control Measures, or any subsequent version thereof;

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the undersigned shall immediately notify and
serve Chief Justice Harold D. Melton of the Supreme Court of Georgia with a copy of
this Order, such service to be accomplished via email to Tee Barnes, the Clerk of the
Supreme Court of Georgia, at barnest@gasupreme.us; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the undersigned shall give notice of the
issuance of this Order to the affected parties, counsel for the affected parties, and the

public.

IT IS SO ORDERED this 30th day of J}UJ?

Russell W. Smith, Chief Judge
Superior Courts
Mountain Judicial Circuit

B. Chan Caudell, Judge
Superior Courts
Mountain Judicial Circuit
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