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Febecca G, Crowe

Magistrate Court of Bryan County  enSegsgiSoms

Bryan County Courthouss
151 8. College Street
Honorable PombrokeGA 31sa1  Office: (912)653.3861
Ea::j?ﬂly? D. Ehmeﬂe Fax (912)853.5854
el Magistrate

ORDER ESTABLISHING GUIDELINES FOR IN-PERSON COURT PROCEEDINGS IN THE
MAGSITRATE COURT OF BREYAN COUNTY

WHEREAS on the 29 of May, 2020, the Honorable Judges of the Superior Courts of the
Atlantic Judicial Circuit of Georgia issued guidelines for in-person court proceedings within Bryan
County, as well as the balance of the Atlantic Judicial Circuit, for m-person court proceedings during the
COVID-19 crisis, and,

WHEREAS on the 12 of June, 2020, the Honorable Chief Justice Harold D. Melton of the
Supreme Court of Georgia issued an Order wherein it was recommended that courts of different classes
that share courthouse facilities or operate in the same county should make efforts to coordinate their

operating guidelines, and

WHEREAS the guidelines published by the said Superior Court are suitable for the operation of
the Magistrate Court of Bryan County with additional suidelines as follows:

I. PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPEMENT (PPE): All individuals MUST wear a mask or
face covering that covers their nose and mouth inside the courtroom during in-person court proceedings.
The mask or face covering shall remain on while in the Magistrate Court, unless YOU are gIven permission

to remove the mask or face covering by the judee.

I, SANITIZATION: All cases’hearings will be scheduled at 30 minutes or | -hour increments to

allow time for sanitizing in between each case/hearing,

II. VIRTUAL HEARINGS: Virtual hearings will be allowed as needed.
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It is therefore ordered thal the procedures and guidelines set forth in the aforesaid Order of the
Superior Courts, attached hereto, are hereby adopted and approved for use in the Magistrate Court of

Bryan County, in the conduct of all judicial proceedings of that Court.

It is further ordered that the Clerk of this Court shall provide notice of this Order in the same

(12,0

Honorable Carolyn
Chief Magistrate of Bryan County

manner as previously provided for the Order of Supenor Court.
SO ORDERED, ihis 24% day of August, 2020.




IN THE SUPERIOR COURTS FOR THE ATLANTIC JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STATE OF GEORGIA

Danll,!ﬂH.ﬁuHmﬂhﬂﬂﬂJﬂimHsﬂHD.Hﬂhmdhwmm#
Georgia issued the Second Order Extending Declaration of Statewide Judicial Emergency
MWMMMWM@M&MW
services. Paragraph numbered 4 of sald Onder states:

Execept for jury and grand jury proceedings as discussed in Section 2 above,
courts have discretion to conduct essentinl and non-essential in person judicial
proceedings, but only in compliance with public health goidance and with the
requirements of the United States and Georgia constitutions and applicable statutes
and court rules, inchuding the public’s right of acoess to judicisl proceedings and a
Mw:mmmﬁﬂﬂﬁmﬂd opan courtrcoms,

proceedings,
essential mattsrs, each court should develop written guidelines as to kow in-court
proceedings generally and particular types nfpmnﬂnpwmhamdwhdm
mmm&mmmﬂmmuﬂhm
Guidelines should specify who should be admitted to the courthouse and courtroom
mmmmwﬂhmm.ﬂmum

visitors, and sanitization Guidelines should for sccommodations
for individuals. Courts should consider the use of staggered, smaller
to conduet involving many cases or participants, such as

notice to litigants, lawyers, and the public.
wmmwimmhwwmw
COVID-19 Task Faree discussed in Section 7 below, as well as by the councils for
each class of coart. Courts of diffcrent clesses that share courthouse facilities or
mhﬁnmmm:ﬂhmﬁrm

Based upon the authority granted to the Supetior Cowts of the Atlantic Judicial Circuit, in
the exercise of judicial discretion, the court issues the following onder esteblishing guidefines to
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mtﬁ:lﬂdﬁﬂﬁﬂmmmmﬂlm:ﬂﬁﬂpﬂ#mm
to as the “Guidelines™) for in person court proceedings.
1.

The health of each litigant, lawyer, judge, court personnel, and the public is first and
foremost the responsibility of each person. The court cannot guaranies, nor does it attempt to
m.ﬂﬂﬂmhhmﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂm&amnﬂmmmmﬂmnfm
infectious disenss, including but not limited to COVID-19. If any pemson has an objection to
attendance or participation in an in person court proceeding, then such cbjection shafl be made
mmmthmnlummﬁwmmﬂMmFMmumnh
Mmmmmmmummwm
such attendance. The court will consider the request, and in its discretion, will rule a5 to which
sccommodation, if any, is appropriate.

2. Number of Persons Admitted to the Courthousa and Courtroom

A. Courthouse.

mmmmﬂmm-ﬁmmmu
mmdﬁmuﬁmmmmmmﬂmﬂﬂﬂﬂm
maintsin office space in the courthouse should develop cocupancy guidelines consistent With
mmmmwmmmwmwhm
mmnamm&&mamm.mmpﬂum
mmmmmmmwmmum-ﬂm
mmmdﬂﬂwﬂmﬁﬂﬂhhmafmhﬁuﬂ'

‘mMuMhﬂmmmmWWHﬂwmmmm
suthority of the Sheriff.
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B. Courtroom

The term “Courtroom™ shall fnclude, but not be limited to, the common areas of the
cousthouse immedistely adjecent to 8 courtreom, jury rooms, jury assembly rooms, witness
sequestration rooms, judge’s chambers, law librarles attendant to the courtroom, attomey lounges
attendant to the courtroom, and any other room regularly used when court is in session.

Admittance o the Courtroom shail be governed by public health guidelines, specifically
but not by way of limitation, social distancing guidelines, In each courtroom, the number of
persons allowed in the visitor section shall not exceed the number that can be admitted in the visitor
section of the courtzcos while cxercisiag sovial distansing guidelines. The SherifFor his desigase
shall place a marker designating where & person may be seated in sccondance with social distancing
guidelines, A person may be seated anly on s marker, However, if persons in the visitor section
reside in the same housshold, they may be allowed to sit togsther, Then, the next visitor must be
seated on = marker st an appropriate social distance. ﬂnuﬁnvﬁiﬂmﬁna;hﬁﬁym:phd
mmmmmmﬂmmﬁmmmw&m= If
an attomey is not engaged in 2 heasing in progress, she or he shall sit in the visitor section of the
murhmm.nrmmmmnmmnﬂﬂn:hmﬂhgﬂhﬂuﬁmfw
trial/hearing.

Inn the front of courtroom, where the hearing/trinl is conducted, all persons, including but
not limited to the judge, court reporter, clerk, and attorneys and her or his client shall exercise

2 gach court ls encouraged, but not mandated, to provide an overfiow room whare the procestings may ba watched
via & ive video fasd. The courtls sware that based upon tha physicel sttributes of some faciitias, this may ba aaslly
accomplished, and that based vpon the physical Bmitatlens of some faditles, this may be more difficult, i not
Impossible to accomplish. nmmhmmthanmm
shall not be shridgad, and the application of these guidelines shell not be construed to In 2ny way Hmit this
constitutional ight. Furtharmare, in ol proceedings, mwhmnwnmmhpﬂnmwﬂn
at this sama ime sttempting to provide a safler emvironment based upon existing publlc hezlth guidelinas, snd these
guideiines shall ba Interpreted and Implemented consistant with such goals.
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social distancing guidelines. If an sitomey and client need closer conteet for confidential matters,
they may request to be excased from the courtroom or may otherwise confer privately with the
court’s approval. Sequestered witnesses shall observe social distancing guidelines, and the Sheriff
is ordered to find sufficient rooms to sequester witnesses while maintaining socisl distancing
guidelines, Furthermore, while court is in session, the Sheriff shall assure that social distancing is
bﬁgﬁﬂuﬂhﬂmhﬂnmuﬂﬂmmh#ﬁﬂdhm}m
3. Health Screening

Health Scresning personne] erc not trained medical professionals. 1f anyone has my
questions ar concems about his ar her health or potential COVID-19 exposure, then such parsan
should contact his or ber personal physician, Georgia Department of Public Health, or other
qualified medical professional.

nnmmwmmmumwmﬂhmmm
person entering the courthouse. The Sheciff of each county shall conduct a health screening on
each person entering the courthouse by using the tool provided as Exhibit A to this Order. The
Mufunhm:hdlmhhmﬁmmmmmmmh
use in meaguring the tempersture of persons entering the courthouse. If & Sheriff is unsble o
mmmmmmhmwmmm.mmm
shall not be required o take the temperature of those entering the courthouse, but shail ask all
Mﬂmﬂmﬂﬂmmmmmﬁmw
on the attached Exhibit A. Hwﬂhmmhthmﬂhmmadhﬂw
affirmative, then such person shall not be allowed to enter the courthouse. If the person who is
mﬂmm&mhlﬂmﬂmmlm:m&uhmm
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then the Sheriff shall immadistely notify the court (presiding judge or staff) of the person ot so
edmitted.

4. Personal Protective Equipment

Personal Protective Equipment (“PPE™), including but not limited to masks (paper or cloth)
and gloves, may be wom by all who enter the courthouse end all who cater & cowrtroom. All
persons who entsr the courthouse for court proceedings are STRONGLY ENCOURAGED, but
not required to wear PPE, including but not limited to facemasks covering the nose and mouth.
Court personne! and litiganis may use PPE in their discretion. The court hes u limited supply of
PPE for use by court personnal, Each county bas a Hmited supply of PPE for use by visitors to a
courtroom. I a visitor desires to usa a FPE and does not have access to PPE, then be or she shall
notify the health screening personnel of such need, and PPE shall be provided to such visitars for
so long as limited supplies last.

5. Sanitization practices,

The county commissioners of each county shall ensure that custodial or other personuel are
Mrﬁnﬂhﬁummmﬁrﬁﬁﬂmnmuﬂummh
defined in poragraph numbesed 2 hercin, Persons tasked with senitization practices shall follow
guidelines established by the United States Centers for Disease Control (“CDC”), the Georgia
wﬂwmmmmmm Please seo attached hereto
Exhibit B, a potential resource document entitled “Cleaning Guidancs for COVID-19” from the

Geargia Department of Public Health.
Courtrooms shall be cleansd and disinfected after each use. To provide as much time after

cleaning and disinfecting prior to the next use, such cleaning and disinfecting shall take place as
soon after use a3 Is prectically and ressonably possible, Certain high trafific avess in the courtroom

Paga 5ol &




may nesd cleaning more often (s.g. between hearings or witnesses), in accordance with public
health guidelines.

Each county shall supply hand sanitizer for use in the courtroom, which shall be available
for use by court persosnel. Writing instruments shall be personal, dispossble, or samitized after
each use and before use by another parson in the courtroom.

6. Accommodations for high risk individuals,

The following persons are defined a3 high risk individuals:

a Those persons who are 65 years of age or older.

b. Those persons who live in & mrsing home or long-term care facility, including inpatient
hospice, assisted living communities, personal care homes, intermediate care homes,
community living mrangements, and commumity integration homes.

Those persons who have clyonde lung disease.

$

o

Those persons who have moderate or sovers asthma,

o

Thoss persons who have severs heart discase.

f. Those pezsons Who are immunccompromised. Many conditions can cause a person to be
immunocompromised, including cancer trestment, smoking, bone marow or organ
transplantation, immwune deficlencies, poorly controlied HIV or AIDS, and prolonged uss
of corticosteroids and other immune weakening medication.

g. Those persons, of any ags, with class ITI or severs obesity.

h. Those persons diagnosed with the following underlying medical conditions: disbetes, liver
disease, and persons with chronic kidney disease undergoing dialysis.

If sny lawyer, parly, or witness falls into one of the above categories of high risk
individuals, then the lawyer for such party or lawyer who subpoensed such witness shall notify the
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presiding judge or presiding udge’s staff of such condition at least threo days prior to the acheduled

gourt proceeding, or as soon as hmﬁﬂmmmﬂwmnﬁ&uﬂlwﬁl

proposed reasonsble sccommodation for such lawyer, party, or witness, H a pmty is self-

M&mmﬂwﬁﬂuﬂﬂmﬁumw@uummﬂﬂnwm The court

ﬂlmmmm&hhm%m“wmmhw
7. Resources.

Public Health, and county health departments arc excellént resources for use in such educationsl
process. Each individus] is responsible for his or her education in this maticr.
8. Implementation.

Except as otheswite specified herein, the Sheriff of each county, in the exeriss of his

discretion, shall k& responsible for implementation of theso guidelines.
9, Pyblication and Dissemination of Guidelines.

This order end guidelines shall be published on fhe website for the Superior Courts of
Georgin First Administrative Distict, on the websits of each Clerk of Comt and County
m&rmmaﬂn}.mﬂmﬁnmnmm A copy of this arder
shall be availabile &t the Clerk of Superior Court office of cach county within the Atisutic Judicisl
Ciscuit, and shall bs prominently posted in each courthouse whore similer public ennouncements
are posted. meﬂniufcﬂthuhuﬂtnmﬂ:wnﬂﬂ:mmmhm
who has an office within the respective counties according to the latest directory of the Stats Bar
of Georgis.

Poga Tof 8



DesuSin Envalope ID: FCS0SREA-IZFE-F 7O-SA-CETATDTIDAA

10, Duration
This order shall be effective June 15, 2020 and shall remaln in Pl order and affect until

Further notice. “
S0 ORDERED on ﬂillhtégi duy of May, 2020,

Tl T AT/

ROBERT L. RUSSELL, 1il, Chiof Judge

-

Prge B al#
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Exhibit A

Health Screening Tool
(Comprised of 1 page not including this page)
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County Courthouse
COVID-19 Health Screening

Date:

Protocol Questions:
I.kuwuu'wdlduutnfmmhmthﬂﬂdm?
I.Hmwutndmnhﬂwhhmwntﬂﬂrmﬁmadmwn-ﬂhﬂuhﬂuﬁw?
1Hmmhdmﬂtthmhﬁemﬂudnﬁ?

» Fever greater than 100

« Difficulty breathing/Shortness of breath
« Cough

Recent change in sense of taste or smell
Upper respiratory liiness accompanied by fever
4. Are you currently mdgmmmma difficulty breathing or cough?

Mame and Telephone Number of Parson Position Tempat | Cleared | Screener
Screened Screening | Survey | Initials
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Exhibit B

Georgia Department of Public Health
Cleaning Guidance for COVID-19

{Comprised of 2 pages not including this page)
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Georgia Departnient of Palitic Misich
Southoast Health Districl

Cleaning Guidance for COVID-19

Current evidence suggests that novel coronavirus may remain viable for hours to days on surfaces
made from a variety of materials. Cleaning of visibly dirty surfaces followed by disinfection is a best
practice measure for prevention of COVID-19 and other viral respiratory illnesses in households

and community settings.

Cleaning Guldance

You may practice routine cleaning of frequently touched
surfaces (for example: tables, doorknobs, light switches,
handles, desks, tecilets, faucets, sinks) with househald
cleaners and EPA-registered disinfectants that are
appropriate for the surface. Be sure to follow the
instructions on the label,

Mow o Cloan and Disinfect
Hard Surfaces
Wear disposable gloves when cleaning and disinfecling

surfaces. Gloves should be discarded after each cleaning.

Cansult the manufacturer's instructions for cleaning and
disinfection products used. Clean hands immediately
after gloves are removed. If surfaces are dirty, they
should be cleaned using a detergent or soap and water
prior to disinfection. For disinfection, diluted household
bleach solutions, alcohol solutions with at least 70%
alcahol, and most common EPA-registered househaold
disinfectants should be effective.

Soft Surfaces

* Cleaning refers to the remaoval of

germs, dirt and impurities from
surfaces. Cleaning does not kill
germs, but by removing them it
lowers their numbers and the risk
of spreading infection,

- Disinfecting refars to using

chemicals to kill germs on surfaces.
This process does not necessarily
clean dirty sUrfaces or rEmaove

" germs, but by killing germs on 3

curface after cleaning, it can further:

¢ lower the risk of spreading
infection:

For soft (porous) surfaces such as carpeted floor, rugs, and drapes, remove visible contamination if
present and clean with appropriate cleaners indicated for use on these surfaces. After cleaning:
launder itemns as appropriate in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions. If possible,
launder items using the warmest appropriate water setting for the items and dry items completely,
or use products with the EPA-approved emerging viral pathogens claims (see: https:/y

wiww americanchemistry com/Movel-Coronavirus-Fighti
porous surfaces,

Clothing, Towals, Linens, eic.

f} that are suitable for

Wear disposable gloves when handling dirty laundry from an ill person and then discard after each
use. If using reusable gloves, those gloves should be dedicated for cleaning and disinfection of
surfaces for COVID-19 and should not be used for other household purposes.

Wo preteotlivas, i
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Clothing, Towels, Linens, ete, (cont.)

Clean hands immediately after gloves are removed. If no gloves are used when handling dirty
laundry, be sure to wash hands afterwards. If possible, do not shake dirty laundry. This will minimize
the possibility of dispersing virus through the air,

Launder itemns as appropriate in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions. If possible,
lzunder items using the warmest appropriate water setting for the items and dry iterns completely.
Dirty laundry from an ill person can be washed with other people's items.

Clean and disinfect dothes hampers according to guidance above for surfaces. If possible, consider
placing a bag liner that is either disposable {can be thrown away} or can be laundered.

iz Hyglons

Household members should clean hands often, including immediately after
removing gloves and after contact with an ill person, by washing hands
with soap and water for 20 seconds. If soap and water are not available
and hands are not visibly dirty, an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that
contains at least 60% alcohol may be used. However, if hands are visibly
dirty, always wash hands with scap and water.

Housenold members should follow normal preventive actions while at work

and home including recommended hand hygiene and avoiding touching eyes, nose, or mouth
with unwashed hands.

Additional key times 1o clean hands include:

= After blowing one's nose, coughing, or sneezing
« After using the restroom

= Before eating or preparing food

= After contact with animals or pets

» Before and after providing routine care for another person who needs assistance (e.g. a child)

Othaer Preventive Actions

Besides cleaning your home and clinics maore frequently, take everyday preventive actions:

Wash your hands frequently,

Avoid touching your eves, nose, and mouth.

Stay home when you are sick

Cover your cough or sneeze with a lissue, then throw the tissue in the trash.
Clean and disinfect frequently touched ebjects and surfaces.

Be prepared if your child's schoel or childcare facility is temporarily dismissed or for potential
changes at your warkplace.

We protectlives:
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