






















IN THE SUPERIOR COURTS  
OF THE COWETA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
 

ORDER RESTARTING GRAND JURY PROCEEDINGS 
 

The Chief Judge of the Coweta Judicial Circuit hereby authorizes that                     
Grand Juries begin operations in the Coweta Circuit. All CDC and Georgia Public                         
Health Guidelines shall be followed (including the wearing of a suitable mask                       
or face covering that covers the nose and mouth; maintaining six feet of                         
distance from other individuals; requiring temperature check and covid                 
checklist survey before entry). The requirements of Chief Justice Melton’s sixth                     
Emergency Extension Order shall be followed. The initial supervising judges of                     
the Grand Juries are as follows: 

 
a. Carroll County - Judge John Simpson 
b. Coweta County - Judge Emory Palmer 
c. Troup County - Judge Judge Nina Markette Baker 

 
The Clerk of Court shall use the usual random selection method for                       

summoning jurors. Jurors shall receive staggered times to appear on the                     
summons, and are requested to not come to the courthouse early.   

 
Juror Excusals: 

 
A.   Juror Qualification Excusals (O.C.G.A. § 15-12-60): 

 
Individuals falling in any of the below-listed classes are ineligible to                     

serve on the Grand Jury in Carroll County and shall be excused from service                           
when any of the following apply: 
 

  i.   No longer a resident of Carroll county; 
 ii.   Have a Felony conviction(without having rights restored); 
iii.  Having held elected office in the past two years; or 



iv.   Incompetent due to mental illness or intellectual 
disability. 

 
B.   Statutory Juror Excusals (O.C.G.A. § 15-12-1.1): 

 
i.  Enrolled in Full-time college, university, vocational, or 

other post-secondary school; 
ii.  Primary caregiver having active care and custody of a child 

six  years of age or younger and having no reasonable 
alternative for child care; 

iii.  Primary teacher in a home study program, or parent or 
caregiver, responsible for supervision of remote learning 
for an elementary or middle school student;  

iv.  Primary caregiver of someone over six years of age when 
such person has physical or cognitive limitations such that 
the person cannot be left unattended and you have no 
reasonable alternative for child care; 

v.  Engaged in work necessary to the public health; 
vi.  Over the age of 70 years; or 

vii.  On ordered military service. 
 

C. Covid-19 Related Excusals: 
 
Covid-19 related excusals will be granted at the discretion of the                     

supervising judge. 
 
Clerks of Court shall provide affidavits and assist jurors with the                     

preparation of affidavits in carrying out this order.   
 
 

SO ORDERED, this ____ day of September, 2020. 
 
 

_____________________ 
John Simpson, Chief Judge  
Coweta Judicial Circuit 
State of Georgia 
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