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IN THE SUPERIOR COURTS OF, "TrE CowETA CIRCUIT

STATE OF GEORGIA
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)
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50

THIRD ORDER ADDRESSING JubiciAL EMERGENCY

On March 14, 2020, to combat the severe public health emergency posed
by Covid-19, the Honorable Harold D. Melt'on Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court of the State of Georgia issued an Ord|er Declaring a Judicial Emergency in
all Georgia Counties under the provisions of 0.C.G.A § 38-3-61. This original
Order, set to expire on April 13, 2020, 11m1ted Court proceedings to only
essential functions and tolled filing and t1m1ng requirements in civil, criminal
and administrative matters. In response to the Chief Justice’s Order, the
Honorable John Simpson, Chief Judge of tl'Ile Superior Court of the Coweta
Judicial Circuit, issued an order declaring a Judicial Emergency on the local

level, pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 38-3-61and 0.C.G.A. § 38-3-62.

_ Prior to the expiration of the original Emergency Order, on April 6, 200,
Chief Justice Melton issued a second order extending the Judicial Emergency
until May 13, 2020; in this extension order, the Chief Justice encouraged use of

teleconferencing and videoconferencing technologies to manage cases
remotely. |

On May 12, 2020, Chief Justice Harold D. Melton issued a third
emergency order, extending the judicial emergency through June 13, 2020. In
this order, Justice Melton encourages the use of video conference hearings as

follows:

All courts should continue to use and increase the use of
technology to conduct remote judicilal proceedings as a preferred
alternative to in person proceedings, both to ensure that essential
court functions are continued and to conduct non-essential
proceedings to limit the backlog of sluch matters when the judicial
emergency is terminated. Courts should understand and utilize the
authority provided by the emergency amendments made to court
rules on video conferences and teleconferences. Courts may

*compel the participation of litigants, lawyers, witnesses, and other
essential personnel in remote judicial proceedings, including civil

non-jury trials and other non-jury adjudicative proceedings,




where allowed by court rules (including emergency amendments
thereto). Such proceedings, however, must be consistent with
public health guidance, must not 1mpose undue burdens on
participants, and must not be prohibited by the requirements of
the United States or Georgia constitutions or applicable statutes or
court rules. In civil, criminal, and juvenile proceedings, parties
may expressly consent in the recordito remote proceedings not
otherwise authorized and affirmatively waive otherwise applicable
legal requirements. Courts must ensure the public’s right of access
to judicial proceedings and, unless affirmatively waived in the
record, a criminal defendant’s rights to confrontation and open
courtrooms.

Under the powers of 0.C.G.A. §8§ 38-3-60-62, and to carry out the Order
of the Honorable Chief Justice, starting June 1, 2020 , the following shall apply:

L The 2020 Calendar for the Superior Courts of Carroll, Heard, and
Troup is hereby revoked and replaced by the attached Exhibit A. The
Coweta Superior Court Calendar as it applies to Judges Simpson,
Hamrick, Hightower, Blackmon, and Baker is revoked and replaced by
the calendar in Exhibit A. Judge Emory Palmer and Judge Travis Sakrison
are presenting a scheduling order for the remaining cases in Coweta and
Meriwether counties. All changes to the calendars are endorsed by all of

the superior court judges of the Coweta Circuit.

II. There will be a preference for |conducting cases online whenever
possible. Anyone objecting to the hearing going forward by video
conference shall make the ob]ectlon known to the judge prior to the start
of the hearing and the judge shall rule upon the objection.

III. The Clerk of the Superior Court shall create and post calendars on
the Clerk’s website. The public shall be given instructions on viewing
hearings using online platforms.

IV. Parties and attorneys shall wear appropriate clothing for court
during online hearings.




V.  Unless otherwise ordered by a superior court judge, all individuals
entering the Courthouse will follow the recommendations issued by the
CDC and Georgia DPH about social distancing, including but not limited
to, wearing a mask or cloth face covering over the nose and mouth at all
times on Courthouse property, frequent handwashing, and maintaining
a minimum of six feet of space between (people or individuals not of the
same household). For more information for best practice in social
distancing, see the CDC’s online recommendations at:

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent- getting-sic
k/social-distancing.html

VI. Criminal Guilty Pleas:

In Carroll County, criminal pleas, bonds, and probation revocations
shall be conducted by video conferencing. Cases will be placed on
calendars by the assigned judge or the assigned judge’s assistant. The
following must occur prior to a pleahearing:

1. The Plea Proceeding Record and the Indictment shall be signed;

2. The Plea Agreement between the state and the defense shall be
filed with the Clerk.

In Troup County and Heard County, cases will be heard using online
platforms whenever possible. : '

VII. Civil Cases:

In Carroll County, civil cases will be ,heard by video conferencing. All
exhibits shall be submitted to the Clerk’s Office prior to hearing, and the

exhibits will be presented to the court in electronic format. All video
conference hearings will be presented in accordance with USCR 9.1.

In Troup County and Heard County, civil cases will be heard using online
platforms whenever possible.




VIII. Civil Domestic Violence

Carroll County civil domestic violence calendars shall be heard by Judge
John Simpson.

IX. Conclusion

Going forward superior court judges will bg giving instructions on expanding
services and following all guidelines provided by the Centers For Disease-
Control (CDC), the Georgia Department of Public Health (DPH), and local
health departments.

It is So Ordered,
This 21st day g# May 2020.

i de ]on ‘
JChief Judge of Superior Court
Coweta Judicial Circuit
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURTS
OF THE COWETA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STATE OF GEORGIA

ORDER RESTARTING GRAND JURY PROCEEDINGS

The Chief Judge of the Coweta Judicial Circuit hereby authorizes that
Grand Juries begin operations in the Coweta Circuit. All CDC and Georgia Public
Health Guidelines shall be followed (including the wearing of a suitable mask
or face covering that covers the nose and mouth; maintaining six feet of
distance from other individuals; requiring temperature check and covid
checklist survey before entry). The requirements of Chief Justice Melton’s sixth
Emergency Extension Order shall be followed. The initial supervising judges of
the Grand Juries are as follows:

a. Carroll County - Judge John Simpson
b. Coweta County - Judge Emory Palmer
c. Troup County - Judge Judge Nina Markette Baker

The Clerk of Court shall use the usual random selection method for
summoning jurors. Jurors shall receive staggered times to appear on the
summons, and are requested to not come to the courthouse early.

Juror Excusals:
A. Juror Qualification Excusals (0.C.G.A. § 15-12-60):

Individuals falling in any of the below-listed classes are ineligible to
serve on the Grand Jury in Carroll County and shall be excused from service
when any of the following apply:

i. Nolonger aresident of Carroll county;
ii. Have a Felony conviction(without having rights restored);
iii. Having held elected office in the past two years; or



iv. Incompetent due to mental illness or intellectual
disability.

B. Statutory Juror Excusals (0.C.G.A. § 15-12-1.1):

i. Enrolled in Full-time college, university, vocational, or
other post-secondary school;

ii. Primary caregiver having active care and custody of a child
six years of age or younger and having no reasonable
alternative for child care;

iii. Primary teacher in a home study program, or parent or
caregiver, responsible for supervision of remote learning
for an elementary or middle school student;

iv.  Primary caregiver of someone over six years of age when
such person has physical or cognitive limitations such that
the person cannot be left unattended and you have no
reasonable alternative for child care;

v. Engaged in work necessary to the public health;

vi. Over the age of 70 years; or

vii. On ordered military service.

C. Covid-19 Related Excusals:

Covid-19 related excusals will be granted at the discretion of the
supervising judge.

Clerks of Court shall provide affidavits and assist jurors with the
preparation of affidavits in carrying out this order.

SO ORDERED, this 3 é l day of September, 2020.

John fimpson, Chjef Judge
Cow¢éta Judicial Circuit
State of Georgia
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