Judicial Council of Georgia Access to Justice Committee
Friday, November 13, 2020
2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://georgiacourtsgov.zoom.us/j/93939918647?pwd=WW9yeUZzeVFOYjBZbkd6dHRrT1
kxQT09
Meeting ID: 939 3991 8647
Passcode: 246147
Call In
+13126266799, Passcode: 93939918647# US (Chicago)
+16465588656, Passcode: 93939918647# US (New York)
Find your local number: https://georgiacourts-gov.zoom.us/u/acz2EXo44C

I. Welcome and Introductions – 10 minutes Justice Bethel
II. Written Reports
Summary of August 19, 2020
SAVE THE DATES – Upcoming Events
Upcoming Tentative A2J Committee Meetings Dates: February 10, May 12, August 11 and
November 10, 2021 from 12 noon to 1:30 p.m.

A2J Committee Project and Community Updates

III. New Standing Committee Update - 4 minutes, Justice Bethel
IV. SRL Forms Working Group Update https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLh2Q20ObPLR-OE4CgD8unodZqhsKMTppO
-5 minutes, Vicki Kimbrell
V. Deaf and Hard of Hearing Working Group Update – 5 minutes, Jana Edmonson Cooper
VI. Pilot Project Update - 2 minutes, Nancy Long
VII.

Free Legal Record Restriction/Expungement Clinic - 3 minutes, Tabitha Ponder
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IX. Notice of Appeal Issue - Per Judge Doyle, we will revisit this issue in the future after
COVID winter season
X. Old Business /Stonewall Bar Association Judicial Section CJE Proposal– 5 minutes,
Mike Jacobs
XI. New Business/Landlord Tenant Working Group and Mobile App https://
www.mdcourts.gov/media/news/2015/pr20151209 – 5 minutes, Judge Cassandra Kirk
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Judicial Council of Georgia
Access to Justice Committee
Wednesday August 19, 2020
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Present:
Justice Charlie Bethel; Tabitha Ponder; Judge Bill Adams; Dr. William Simmons; LaShawn Murphy;
Nancy Long; Judge Cassandra Kirk; Judge Ethan Pham; Vicki Kimbrell; Judge Jason Thompson;
Karlise Grier; Judge Clarence Cuthpert; Sharri Edenfield; Judge Kristina Blum; Terrica Ganzy; Jana
Edmonson-Cooper; Judge Mike Jacobs;
Guests: Nancy Long; Michelle Barclay; Latoinna Lawrence; Nicki Vaughan; Gerald Williams

Welcome and Introductions
Justice Bethel welcomed everyone to the August 19th A2J Committee Meeting. Tabitha Ponder
conducted roll call. There were no objections to the previous minutes from the A2J May 13 th meeting.
Written Reports
The next Access to Justice committee meeting will take place November 13 th. Tabitha has the recording
from the Virtual Conference that was held August 11 – 13th. Michelle Barclay will make it accessible to
the public and Tabitha will send it to the committee members so they can see the Chief Justice's keynote
address and Justice Benham’s acceptance speech. The Columbus virtual clinic will take place in
September.
New Standing Committee Update
We are in the introductory steps on the New Standing Committee. Justice Bethel gave a special thank
you to Dr. Simmons for his work on our law library state of affairs. Some of the opportunities that are
related to integrating with the traditional library and the county libraries, not law libraries. The first step
that we have identified will be to gain strong inventory of what is happening across the state.
SRL Forms Working Group Update
Vicky Kimbrell gave an update for the SRL Forms Working Group. The subcommittee (Tabitha Vicki,
Cathy and Latoinna) has drafted scripts on Divorce without Children. They added attachments to
follow, comparable to civil filing. There are also instructions on some of forms. There is a script that is
ready for basic divorce form video. At the moment, Bruce Shaw is working on the video.
Notice of Appeal Issue
Justice Bethel texted Judge Doyle to see if she was available, but she was still in another online meeting.
Justice Bethel will ask her to provide a brief report on the Notice of Appeal that Latoinna or Tabitha can
send out to the committee. It will be placed on the agenda for the November committee meeting.
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Deaf and Hard of Hearing Working Group Update
Dr. Will Simmons lead the discussion on the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Update. This working group has
disseminated the course the plain English version to across the state. A Braille version was also created.
Dr. Simmons will send Tabitha are quantity of Braille versions to send to each district that will cover all
159 counties. We are aiming to have a copy available in each courthouse in the state of Georgia.
SCRA Bench Card
Karlise Grier gave everyone a SCCRA bench card update. The bench card is a short, quick snapshot of
the detailed information found in the full reference guide that was published late last year, 2019. We are
conducting the last edits and it should be ready for publication within a week. Once we notify our
partners, people in the reserves or retired military personnel will have notice of it.
Pilot Project Update
Nancy Long spoke on the Pilot Project update. Last month, they served in excess of 700, primarily
domestic relations. They also began to pick up a lot of probate matters, and people calling about IRS
issues. People are now calling concerning whether or not this landlord tenant issue is going to occur.
Since the program has started, they are up to 23,688 patrons served, and continuing to spread out to
other counties. They have positive relationships with a lot of our attorneys who do not mind answering
questions. They are still providing people with a lot of packets. They're learning about peach court and
how to navigate it. There is a lot of landlord/tenant questions floating around, so Justice, Bethel
suggested a working group around this issue., It is already a big issue in the community now, but after
the pandemic it will be even more prevalent. The Informal Landlord/Tenant Working Group: Judge
Blum, Judge Kirk, Terrica Ganzy, Vicki Kimbrell and Tabitha Ponder.
Free Legal Record Restriction/Expungement Clinic
Tabitha had a great conversation with Chief Judge McBride, who is the Chief Judge of Superior Court in
the Columbus area. He is very happy that we are focusing on Columbus for this next clinic. Judge McBride
linked Tabitha with some of the community partners for assistance. Judge Adams stated that Middle
Georgia Justice is currently assisting patrons with expungements/records restrictions. The sheriff is
working with MGJ with criminal history(s). The sheriff agreed on anyone MGJ is assisting that they will
provide the criminal history at no charge. MGJ provides the form signed by the person to the sheriff by an
email attachment, and the sheriff will send it back via email. MGJ is partnering with Georgia Justice
Project to provide this service. Per Tabitha, at the moment we are working on the Columbus area, Judicial
District number five (which will include five or so counties). We do want to clarify that any resident in the
Judicial District number five can participate. Georgia Justice Project did record the online record
restrictions training session. Tabitha will send out to whomever requests it.
Self Help Toolkit Update
Judge Cassandra Kirk gave everyone a brief update. The toolkit has actually been forwarded to Latoinna
and everything has been updated. She is having editing/formatting issues. She is calling on Bruce to
help her with the formatting the document. Once completed it will be ready for print.
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Old Business
Judge Cassandra Kirk reporting on her court. She posted a training for a transgender bias recorded
training, that was for judges. Judge Jacobs is interested in the training that Judge Kirk provided in
Dekalb. Per Tabitha, we had a training with the Municipal Court last month. She will get with Michelle
Barclay to push out the judge’s councils. The training was titled “You don’t know what you don’t
know.” When Judge LaTisha Dear Jackson was President of the Council of Municipal Court Judges, it
covered some of the LGBTQ and ADA issues.
New Business
Meeting adjourned at 1:09 p.m.
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SUPERIOR COURT or

COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGLA

Plain tiff
ivil Ac l io n No:

vs.

Defendan t

CO MPLAJN T FOR DIVORC E WIT HO UT MINOR CHJLDRE
My name is
and I um represen ti ng
myself in t his divo rce action . In su pport of m y case. I s tate as follows :
I)

Subj ect Matt er ,Ju ris dictio n: I am the Plain Ii ff in lh is action and:
[C/r ,c k on,(1 0 11e of r /Je followi11g, either (a) or (/,).]

D (a) I have been a resident of the State of Geo rgia for rno rc t han six (6) mon ths
im rne dintely prior to Ji ling this ucl io n .

D (b) I am 1101 a res iden t of l hc State of Georgia. blll my spouse has been a
res iden t of the State of Georgia for al lem1, s ix (6) mon lhs i mmedia te ly prior
to my iilin g of this ac tion.
2)

Ve.nu e: My spouse's name is
Defend anl in this actio n .

.mi d he/ she is l be

[C/r ,c k on(1• one oftl,efollowing. ert /rer (a). (bl. (c). (d) or (e).]

D (a) The Dcfendanl is a resident of
s
ubj ect to the jur isdic tion of this Cou rt.

_

ounly and is

D (b) The De fendan l is a residen t of Georgia in
Coun ty, but
the Defendan t and I lived to gether iu
Co
un ty at the time
we se parated. I ,1 ill reside in
Cun ty.
and the Defendant has onl y moved away from
_
Cu n ty with i n th e pa 1 si:-. mo n ths before the date of m y fi li ng this actio n.
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Instructions for Complaint for Divorce Without Minor Children
Hello:
If you want to file for Divorce without an attorney and you do not have any children under 18
years old, you can use this form: Complaint for Divorce Without Minor Children.
Usually, you file for divorce in the County where your spouse lives. In the first blank fill
in the SUPERIOR COURT OF
COUNTY – State of Georgia. Sometimes
you can file where you live, if it has been less than six months since your spouse moved out of
your marital home or if your spouse now lives out of state.
You are the Plaintiff or Petitioner. Your spouse is the Defendant or Respondent. Leave
the Civil Action Number blank until you file. The Clerk will then give you a civil action
number. Put in your name in the next blank: My name is:
.
Paragraph 1) The first paragraph talks about Subject Matter Jurisdiction or where your
case must be filed. For the court to be able to hear your case you must have lived in
Georgia for at least the past six months. If not, your spouse must have lived in Georgia
for at least the past six months. Just check one box - a or b.
Paragraph 2) talks about Venue: Venue is usually in the county where your spouse lives.
Check only one box.
a) The Defendant is a resident of
County (the County where your
spouse lives now.)
b) If your spouse has moved from your county within the past six months, you can file
in that county for six months after you separate. In the first box, put the name of the
county where s/he lives now. But, in the second box put the county where you two
lived together and you still live.
c) If your spouse agrees that you can file in your county, you must attach a form called
an Acknowledgement that your spouse must sign in front of a notary.
d) If your spouse lives out of state, but you live in Georgia, you can still get a divorce.*
You can get a divorce if your spouse
- (1) has lived in Georgia before or,
- (2) Your spouse was never a resident of Georgia or,
- (3) Your spouse agrees that the case can be heard in Georgia and signs an
Acknowledgment of Service, Venue, and Jurisdiction.
*In this case, the Court can award a divorce, but may not be able to decide everything, like
divide some property or debts that you got during the marriage.
Paragraph 3) Service of Process means that the Defendant, your spouse, usually must
get a copy of the divorce papers. (a) The spouse can sign a form acknowledging s/he
got a copy of the complaint. Or the Sheriff’s Office can deliver a copy of the

papers to her/his home or work. Fill in the home and work address of your spouse. If
your spouse lives out of state, you can send a copy of the Complaint to the Sheriff’s
office in the county in the other state and ask them to deliver the Complaint to your
spouse. Usually, the Sheriff will charge you to deliver a copy of your Complaint.
(c] if you do not know where your spouse is you can still file for divorce. You must
show you tried to find your spouse before you can file for divorce. You can ask his
family, friends, or look on social media to find your spouse. If you cannot find where
your spouse is, you will have to file Motion for Publication and an Affidavit of Due
Diligence saying you tried to find your spouse. *See form Motion and Affidavit in this
packet.
Paragraph 4) Fill in the date you married your spouse in (a). [OR if you were married
by common law before January 1, 1997, then you can fill in the date prior to
January 1, 1997 when you started holding yourself out as married.]
Paragraph 5) Fill in the date you were separated from your spouse.
Paragraph 6) Check the box next to paragraph 6 if you signed a Settlement Agreement.
A Settlement Agreement is a document that says you and your spouse agree that you
should get divorced and agree on the terms of the divorce. Both you and your spouse
must sign the Settlement Agreement in front of a Notary. Then you can file it with the
Complaint. (See the form Settlement Agreement)
Paragraph 7) Check (a) if you don’t have children under 18 together.
Check (b) if you have minor children – If you have minor children, you need
another Divorce Complaint form. Stop here and get another form.
Paragraph 8) Alimony. Check box (a) or (b) or (c).
Check box (a) if you are asking the court to award alimony because you depend on
your spouse for your support. Check (b) if you are not asking for alimony. Box (c)
means that the Court does not have jurisdiction over your spouse – for example, he
lives out of state and has never lived in Georgia.
Paragraph 9) If you have property, check one box. Dividing property, like real estate,
pensions, or investments can get very complicated.
Check (a) if you have already divided the property you got during your marriage and you
both are satisfied with the division. Check (b) if you and your spouse do not have any
property you got during the marriage, so you do not need the court to divide it. Check
(c) if you have property you got during the marriage and you want the court to divide the
property. You should describe the property like: a house at:
(address); other real estate located
at
; a mobile home: model:
year:
;
pensions:
; cars/trucks:
;

furniture
; bank accounts/or other investments:
; or other
property:
You can also list these on separate pages and
attach them to this Complaint. Or check (d) the Court cannot divide property because,
for example, the spouse is out of state or you haven’t been able to get jurisdiction of
your spouse.
10) Joint or Marital Debts: (Check only (a), (b), or (c).
Check (a) if you do not have joint debts. Check (b) if you want the court to divide the
debts, including the Creditor-who you owe the debt to, the amount you owe, and which
person should pay the debt. Check (c) if the Court does not have jurisdiction to divide
the debts.
11)

If you have been the victim of domestic violence and you are afraid, you can ask the
Court for a Restraining Order telling your spouse to stay away from you.

12)

If you want the court to change your name back to what it was before you were married,
check this box, and put in the former name you want the court to give back to you.

13)

The grounds for Divorce are in Georgia law. You can check a, b, c, d, or e if you have
another ground that is in the Georgia law. Most divorces in Georgia are filed because the
marriage is irretrievably broken. That means one party says that the marriage is broken
and there is no hope of getting back together. If you choose to file based on cruel
treatment, you must be able to prove the cruel treatment at trial and you should explain
the cruel treatment here. You only need one ground, but you can put in as many as apply
and that you can prove at trial.

Lastly, you will ask the court for Relief - What do you want the court to do in this divorce
case?
Check (a) – You want a divorce. (b) If you have a Settlement Agreement you want
included by the court in your divorce, check box b. If you asked for alimony above, you
check box (c). If you asked the court to divide marital property or marital debts, check
boxes (d) or (e). If your spouse was violent and you want a restraining order, check box
(f). If you want your name changed back to what it was before you were married, check
box (g).
Box (h) asks the court to schedule a Rule Nisi or a Hearing to hear your facts, your case,
and what you want the court to do in this divorce. Check the last box to cover anything
else the court might find it should do.
You must date and sign this form, the Complaint. Fill in your name, address, and phone
number.
You will take the Complaint, along with the other forms you have completed to the
Superior Court Clerk’s office where you are filing for divorce. You must file a

Verification with this form, which swears that everything in this complaint is true.
The Verification form must be signed and notarized.
Disclaimer:
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Script for General Civil and Domestic Relations Case Filing Instructions AND the General Civil Domestic
Relations Case Disposition Form. The General Civil and Domestic Relations Case Filing form will be filed at the
beginning of the case with your complaint. The General Civil Domestic Relations Case Disposition Form will be
filed at the end of the case with the Final Divorce Judgment Order.
Hello:
This video is about TWO forms that every divorce case must have: The General Civil and Domestic
Relations Case Filing Instructions and the General Civil Domestic Relations Case Disposition Form. These two
forms are online at: https://www.gasupreme.us/wpcontent/uploads/2017/12/CivilDomestic_ Filing_Disposition_Form_Version_1.1.18_Fillable.pdf
Form 1. The General Civil and Domestic Relations Case Filing form. This form must be
filled in and filed at the beginning of the case when you file your divorce complaint.
The first page is the instructions. The second page is the form you must fill in and complete.
Step 1 – Check the Superior Court box – Write in the name of the County you are filing
your divorce in.
Step 2 – Fill in your name as the Plaintiff / Petitioner. Fill in your spouse’s name as
the Defendant.
Step 3 – Check the Self-Represented box.
Step 4 – Check the Dissolution/Divorce/Separate Maintenance/Alimony in the box on the right.
Step 5. You would not check this box unless this divorce case is related to another case that is in
currently in court between you and your spouse. Put in the case numbers if you have/had another
related case with you and your spouse.
Step 6 – Check this box if the information you are filing, including the financial attachments have
a social security number, Tax ID number, a bank account or bank account number or the date of
birth included in one of the papers. (Usually, the last four digits of the SS# or the tax ID are
sufficient.
Step 7 – Check this box if you need foreign language or sign-language interpretation and write in
the language interpretation you need.
Step 8 – Check this box if you need any help because of a disability and explain what type of help
you need.

Form 2. General Civil Domestic Relations Case Disposition Form - https://www.gasupreme.us/wpcontent/uploads/2017/12/CivilDomestic_ Filing_Disposition_Form_Version_1.1.18_Fillable.pdf
This form must also be filled in and filed at the end of the case – along with the judge’s final
order. This is the third and fourth page on the Supreme Court forms website. The third page is an
instruction page. You must complete the fourth page and file it after the case is over?

Step 1 – Check the Superior Court box – Write in the name of the County you are filing
your divorce in.
Step 2 – Fill in your name as the Plaintiff/ Petitioner - Fill in your spouse’s name as the Defendant.
Step 3 – Fill in your name as the Reporting Party.
Step 4 - Check the Self-Represented Box if you did not have a lawyer.
Step 5 – Check the Self-Represented Box if your spouse did not have an attorney. If s/he had an
attorney, you can write in the attorney’s name and Bar number. This number should be listed on
any papers the attorney sent you.
Step 6 – The Manner of Disposition box – usually will be Bench/Non-Jury Trial
Step 7 – You will usually check this box because you did not have a lawyer
Step 8 – Check if the court ordered an Interpreter for you, your spouse, or a witness. If not,
leave it unchecked.
Step 9 - Check this box if you went to a mediation or alternative dispute resolution process.
Most courts today refer people to an ADR meeting.

Term
Acknowledgement of
Service (Acknowledges
Service)

Affidavit

Alimony

Alternative Dispute
Resolution (ADR)

Answer

Bar Number

Bench Trial
(same as Non-Jury Trial)
Case Number
(Civil Action
Number)
Civil Case
(e.g. general civil
case)

Clerk of Court
(e.g. Clerk of Superior
Court)
Complaint

Definition
A declaration by a person, usually by signing a
document, that they have received the documents
that were given to them. This does not mean that
the person agrees with the documents, what the
documents say, or what the lawsuit is about. It
only means that they properly received the
documents.
A written or printed statement made under oath
and signed. The signature is made by the person
to say that what is written or printed is accurate.
A scheduled payment made by one spouse to the
other. It is usually made by the higher earning
spouse. This payment may be made every other
week, every other month, or at another scheduled
time.
A set of steps that parties can take to settle their
dispute outside of a courtroom. Usually, the steps
are overseen by a neutral person, such as a
mediator. Most of the time, ADR is not binding
until a judge has signed off on it.
This is a formal, written statement made by the
person being sued (defendant or respondent) in a
civil case. The answer is made in response to the
complaint. In the answer, the defendant can
respond to and/or deny the allegations made by
the plaintiff in the complaint.
The number assigned to an attorney by the State
Bar. The State Bar oversees attorneys in that
state.
A trial without a jury. In this kind of trial,
the judge serves as the fact-finder.
The number assigned by the Clerk to the case, so
that documents can be properly organized. This
can usually be found on the first page of any
court document.
A case that is not criminal in nature. This is
usually between two people, instead of being
between the government and a person. In these
cases, the judge and jury are not considering
whether someone has broken a law.
A court officer who oversees all the
administrative functions of the court. This is the
person or office where any court documents will
be sent to.
A document that begins a civil lawsuit. In the
complaint, the plaintiff (or petitioner) writes

Consent Agreement

Creditor

Custodian

Defendant

Deposition

Discovery
(e.g. deposition)

Disposition
Dissolution of Marriage

Divorce

Domestic Relations Case
Entry
(e.g. Entry of
Order)
Filing

Final Divorce Judgement
(Final Disposition)
First Class Mail

down the facts and reason for why they are
starting their lawsuit.
When both parties agree to sign an order without
the judge holding a hearing. This can include any
issues in the divorce, such as alimony, child
support, use of the home, etc.
Someone who (is owed money. The creditor can
file a lawsuit to try and get partial or full payment
of the debt.
Someone who has physical custody of the
child/children. This can be a parent, a family
member, a guardian, etc.
The person or party who did not start the lawsuit.
They may be the person being sued, the person
who did not file the divorce papers, someone who
is accused of committing a crime, etc.
A meeting before the court hearing, done outside
of the courtroom, when someone answers
questions under oath. This is a type of discovery.
The process in the beginning stages of a lawsuit
where a party can ask questions or request
documents in order to be informed of facts
known by the other party in the lawsuit, or a
third party (someone not directly involved in the
lawsuit).
The result of a hearing before a judge.
When the parties (spouses) are returned to the
state of unmarried persons, or as they were
before the marriage took place.
When the parties separate according to law,
divide their property, decide whether payments
will be made to a spouse, determine custody of
the children (if there are any), and set up a
visitation schedule.
A case that deals with issues of the family. This
could be divorce, modifying child support, etc.
The way that a judge’s decision becomes official
and begins affecting the parties. The order is
signed by the judge and it is filed with the county
clerk.
When your document is taken by the clerk of
court and is placed into the file or record for your
case.
When the judge has signed the order which
grants the parties a divorce.
This regular mail system is used to deliver Court
documents to the other party. You can send

Guardian Ad Litem

Hearing

Joint Debts
Jurisdiction

Legal Custody

Married by Common Law

Marital Debts
Marital Property

Marital Residence
Minor Children
Moral Turpitude
Motion
Non-Custodial Parent

Notary
Order
Party

documents by First Class Mail at a Post Office.
This person is appointed by the Court. They
represent the best interests of the child/
children. They will never be the parent of the
child. They are usually an attorney, but do not
have to be.
This is a meeting where both parties get to
explain their side of the story to the Judge. The
parties will explain why the Judge should or
should not do something.
Debts that were cosigned by both the parties.
This is the broad term used to describe whether
the court can legally hear the case or not. It
includes the location of the courthouse and
whether that specific court can hear that type of
case.
The parent with legal custody has the right to
make major decisions for a child. This may
include health care, school, etc.
This only applies if the parties were never
officially married, the parties told everyone that
they were married, the parties lived together,
and all of this occurred before 1997.
Debts that were taken on by one or both of the
parties during the marriage.
Property that was acquired during the marriage.
This is not limited to houses. It may include
cars, salaries and money, and others. It does not
include gifts and inheritances.
The house that the married couple lived in. This
would not include a weekend house.
Children who are under the age of 18.
Any act or behavior that would go against the
accepted moral standings of the community.
A request by either party that the court take action
in a pending case.
The parent who does not have primary, physical
custody of a child. The child/children do not
spend the majority of their time with this parent.
A non-custodial parent may still have visitation
rights.
A person licensed by the state to certify
documents.
A decision made by the judge that will require
someone to do certain things or actions.
Someone who is directly involved in the case. In
a divorce, the parties would be the two married

Pending Case

Petition for Divorce
Petitioner

Physical Custody
Plaintiff
(Self-represented Litigant)
Poverty
Pro Se

Proper County

Proposed Order
Relief
Resident
Respondent
Restraining Order

Rule Nisi
Separated/ Separation
Separation Agreement

Service
Summons

spouses. The children of the marriage would not
be parties, even though they will be discussed in
the case.
A case that has not been finished yet. No final
judgment or order has been entered by the
Judge.
A document that begins a divorce proceeding.
This is filed by the plaintiff/ petitioner.
This is very similar to a plaintiff. They begin the
court case. The petitioner usually “petitions” the
court to do something.
This is the legal right for one parent, guardian, or
other person to have the children live with them.
This is similar to a petitioner. They begin a
court case.
An amount of money below the poverty line. This
line is set by the Federal Poverty Guidelines.
A person who files a court action or responds to a
court action without being represented by an
attorney.
This is usually the county in which the parties
lived while they were married. If they now live
in different counties, the best county is usually
where the party who does not file the action
lives.
An order that has been written, but has not been
signed by the judge, yet.
A legal remedy. This may include child
support, alimony, visitation, etc.
The place where you live the majority of the
time.
This is similar to a defendant. This is the
person who responds to a petitioner.
This is an order by the court to restrain someone
from doing something. It is usually used to keep
someone from getting near someone else.
A hearing held by the court to determine
something on a temporary basis.
The date on which the parties no longer shared
the same bedroom or home.
This is the agreement that the parties can enter
before the final hearing if they agree on most
issues. This may include custody issues, child
support, visitation, property disputes, etc.
When a party receives legal papers, they are
“served” those documents.
A legal document that tells someone that they

Subject Matter Jurisdiction

Superior Court
True Copy

Verification
(Verification
Form)
Venue

Waiver of Service

need to be at the courthouse on a specified date
and time. They are “summoned” to the
courthouse.
This is a term used to describe whether the court
can hear the “subject” of that case. For example,
a small claims court would not hear a murder
trial.
The highest trial court in Georgia. These courts
hear family law issues and criminal law cases.
The real version of a document. In order to
ensure that it is real, the Clerk of Court will put
a seal of the Court on the document.
The document that is signed by the plaintiff/
petitioner and is included in the complaint. This
shows that the plaintiff/ petitioner swears that
the facts in the complaint are correct and true.
This term describes whether the location of the
court is proper and the best location to hear the
case. For example, a courthouse in Cobb County
would not always hear a case from Fulton
County.
This is a document signed by the defendant/
respondent that shows that they have received a
copy of the complaint/ petition. It is signed by the
defendant/ respondent to show that they received
that document, but it does not mean that the
defendant/ respondent agrees with what the
complaint/ petition says.

LGBTQ+ ACCESS TO JUSTICE:
ADDRESSING SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND GENDER IDENTITY IN COURT
Monday, December 7, 2020
12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Proposed for 2.0 CJE Hours
Description
Obergefell v. Hodges and Bostock v. Clayton County were recent high-profile decisions of the
United States Supreme Court that address the marginalization faced by LGBTQ+ people in society
and how the law addresses this marginalization. As it pertains to the judiciary, however,
addressing the marginalization faced by LGBTQ+ people frequently does not involve the
substance of a case that implicates constitutional or legal rights. Instead, it often relates to whether
an LGBTQ+ person is treated with dignity and respect in the courtroom during a routine
proceeding that does not pertain substantively to sexual orientation or gender identity.
This course is a two-hour judicial education program conducted via Zoom and sponsored by the
Judicial Section of the Stonewall Bar Association of Georgia that will be facilitated by two of the
leading national instructors on LGBTQ+ access to justice. The session will cover (1) vocabulary
and concepts pertaining to how LGBTQ+ people express their identities, (2) appropriate language
for addressing LGBTQ+ lawyers, parties, witnesses, jurors, and othercourtroom participants with
dignity and respect, and (3) real-world examples and best practices for courtroom settings.
Instructors
M. Dru Levasseur
Director of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
National LGBT Bar Association
Lisa R. Burke
Diversity, Inclusion, and Community Engagement Program Coordinator
New Jersey Administrative Office of the Courts
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Lisa R. Burke (she/her/hers) currently serves as the Diversity, Inclusion, and Community
Engagement Program Coordinator for the New Jersey Judiciary and as a SOGI/LGBTQ+
resource navigator at the Administrative Office of the Courts. She began her public sector
career in the Bail Unit in Hudson Vicinage in 1990 and joined the staff of the
Administrative Office of the Courts in 2004 following work in higher education
administration and both non-profit and private sector settings.
Lisa has extensive academic and professional background in diversity and inclusion issues,
including intersectionality, implicit bias, and the elimination of bias, and the delivery of
related trainings. Some of her areas of academic and professional expertise and
longstanding interest including gender, race, culture, sexuality, age, religion, ability, and
human rights. Lisa also has experience as a PK-16 teacher and expertise in adult education,
having designed, developed, and taught a variety of college-level courses and court-based
professional development and continuing legal education (CLE) trainings. She has
presented nationally and published on the global HIV/AIDS pandemic, human rights across
cultures, gender in complex humanitarian crises, law-related education, communication in
cyberspace, and LGBTQ+ and SOGI access to justice issues.
Serving as a resource person on issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity
diversity and inclusion, Lisa has participated in the design and delivery of related
presentations, trainings, and workshops for the National Consortium on Racial and Ethnic
Fairness in the Courts, the National LGBT Bar Association, the New Jersey State Bar
Association, and a range of local organizations and programs. Lisa has presented
intersectional SOGI/LGBTQ+ inclusive practice CLE programs for the leadership,
attorneys, and support staff of the United States Attorney’s Office for the District of New
Jersey and for the members of the International Association of LGBTQ+ Judges.
Among her many professional endeavors, Lisa is a member of the National Consortium on
Racial and Ethnic Fairness in the Courts (NCREFC), the National LGBT Bar Association,
the American Bar Association (Section on Litigation and LGBT Committee), and several
sections and committees of the New Jersey State Bar Association. A graduate of New
Jersey City University and Columbia University, Lisa also has undertaken post-graduate
courses through the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs certificate program in
diversity and inclusion and currently is pursuing additional advanced studies at Washington
University in St. Louis School of Law where she is focusing on conflict resolution with a
specialization in cross-cultural dispute resolution.
Contact Information:
Lisa R. Burke
lisa.burke@njcourts.gov
609-815-2900 x52365 (office) or 609-358-1039 (cell)
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M. Dru Levasseur is the Director of
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion for the
National LGBT Bar Association, and leads
Lavender Law 365®, an LGBTQ+ inclusion
coaching and consulting initiative perfect for law
firms, law schools, and workplaces. As a
prominent figure in the LGBTQ+ equality
movement for 25 years, 15 of which in the
legal

profession,

Dru

has

extensive

experience in law, advocacy, philanthropy, and
community organizing. Previously, Dru was
Senior Attorney and Transgender Rights
Project Director for Lambda Legal, the
oldest

and

largest national

M. Dru Levasseur, Esq.

legal

organization committed to achieving full

Director of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

recognition of the civil rights of LGBTQ+
people and people living with HIV. For a
decade,

Dru

led

Lambda

O: 202-637-7661

Legal’s

transgender rights work through strategy
development,

impact

litigation,

E: dru@lgbtbar.org

policy
Pronouns: he/him/his

advocacy, and public education, and served as
counsel in landmark impact litigation cases

National LGBT Bar Association and Foundation

and amicus briefs in federal courts, including
the U.S. Supreme Court. Prior to joining

Promoting justice and diversity through the legal

Lambda Legal, Dru was the first staff attorney at

profession

Transgender Legal Defense & Education Fund,
and before that, served as a law clerk in the

LGBTBar.org

Massachusetts Superior Court. In 2007, Dru cofounded the Jim Collins Foundation, a trans-led
national nonprofit that

1701 Rhode Island Ave NW, Washington, DC 20036

funds surgeries

for transgender people in need.
Dru received his J.D.

from Western New

England University School of Law, and is
admitted to practice in DC, NY, GA, and MA.
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New Mobile App Improves Access to Justice
(ANNAPOLIS, Md. - December 9, 2015) The Maryland Judiciary today unveiled a new free mobile app designed to improve access to justice, to help
the public better understand and navigate the court system, and to make legal information readily available on smartphones and tablets.
The Maryland Law Help app brings together the Judiciary's most popular online resources to help people find a lawyer or
mediator, watch self-help videos on how to use the courts, find forms, learn about Maryland law, and call or chat remotely
with an attorney at the Maryland Courts Self-Help Center, which is operated by Maryland Legal Aid under a contract with the
Judiciary.
''The new mobile app brings court access into the digital age," said Maryland Court of Appeals Chief Judge Mary Ellen
Barbera. 'With this innovation, we are improving access to justice by using technology to facilitate people meeting their leg al
needs."
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