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On March 13, 2020 President Donald Trump declared a National Emergency concerning 

the Novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) outbreak. On March 14, 2020, Chief Justice Harold 

Melton entered an Order Declaring Statewide Judicial Emergency tolling any deadlines, other 

time schedules, or filing requirements imposed by statutes, regulations, rules, or court orders in 

civil, and criminal cases, or administrative matters. Chief Justice Melton's Judicial Emergency 

Order was extended fifteen (15) times, and expired on June 30, 2021 at 11 :59 p.m. 1 Upon 

expiration of the Fifteenth Order Extending Declaration of Statewide Judicial Emergency, all 

deadlines are reimposed. 

On July 1, 2021, Chief Judge James G. Blanchard, Jr. entered an Order declaring a local 

judicial emergency pursuant to O.C.G.A. §38-3-61. That Order tolled statutory speedy trial 

requirements, and the time constraints to bring a case to trial pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 17-7-170 

and O.C.G.A. § 17-7-171. Nothing in the Order relieved the State of its constitutional obligation 

to provide for a speedy and public criminal trial. 

On July 30, 2021, Chief Judge Daniel J. Craig entered an Order extending the judicial 

emergency pursuant to O.C.G.A. §38-3-61. That Order continued to toll statutory speedy trial 

requirements, and the time constraints to bring a case to trial pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 17-7-170 

and O.C.G.A. § 17-7-171. 

Due to the continued and negative impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, on August 19, , 

Governor Brian Kemp issued an Executive Order renewing the State of Emergency for the State 

of Georgia. That Executive Order is set to expire on September 28, 2021, unless renewed by the 

Governor. 

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. §38-3-61, the Chief Judge of a superior court may toll deadlines, 

other time schedules, or filing requirements imposed by statutes, rules, regulations, or court 

orders in a judicial emergency. 

1 All of the prior Judicial Emergency Orders may be viewed at www.gasupreme.us. 
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