
Cindy Mason Cieri< Of Superior and Juvenile Courts 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COLUMBIA COUNTY 

AUGUST A JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

In Re: Local Judicial Emergency Order 

Date: July 1, 2021 

ORDER 

On March 13, 2020 President Donald Trump declared a National Emergency concerning 

the Novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) outbreak. Effective March 14, 2020, Georgia 

Governor, Brian Kemp, declared a Public Health Emergency in Georgia in an effort to assist 

health and emergency management officials across the State by deploying all available resources 

for the mitigation and treatment of COVID-19. 

In response to the Governor's declaration, on March 14, 2020 Chief Justice Harold 

Melton entered an Order Declaring Statewide Judicial Emergency due to the spread of COVID-

19 and in an attempt to protect the health, safety, and liberty of all citizens in the State of 

Georgia. Chief Justice Melton's Judicial Emergency Order has now been extended fifteen (15) 

times, with the most recent version filed on June 7, 2021 and set to expire June 30, 2021 at 11 :59 

p.m., the same time the Public Health State of Emergency declared by the Governor is set to

expire. All of the prior Judicial Emergency Orders are available on the Georgia Supreme Court's 

website, www.gasupreme.us. 

The March 14, 2020 Judicial Emergency Order suspended, tolled, extended, and 

otherwise granted relief from any deadlines and other time schedules and filing requirements 

(referred collectively herein as "deadlines") imposed by otherwise applicable statutes, rules, 

regulations, or court orders in civil and criminal cases and administrative matters. The majority 

of the deadlines on litigants were reimposed, effective July 14, 2020, by the Fourth Order 

Extending Declaration of Statewide Judicial Emergency filed on July 10, 2020. 

The exceptions to the reimposition of deadlines on litigants included deadlines for jury 

trial proceedings (including statutory speedy trial demands), deadlines for grand jury 
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