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Suggested Guidance for Judges and Attorneys for Resolving Discovery Disputes 
 

Consistent with the obligations set forth by USCR 6.4(B), the parties shall meet and confer in person, 
virtually, or by telephone in a good faith effort to resolve any discovery disputes. The parties shall abide 
by this requirement. In the event this requirement is not met the parties may submit a discovery dispute 
as defined below. The moving party shall certify that multiple requests were made over a reasonable 
period of time in a variety of formats without a substantive response such that the failure to respond 
would not appear to be due to outside issues. 

 
Judges shall encourage and may require parties to submit any discovery dispute to the Court using the 
process outlined in this guidance before filing any discovery motion. The Court may also provide that if a 
party does not comply with an applicable standing order or scheduling order, then upon motion, sanctions 
may be awarded by the Court. 

 
Judges shall encourage and may require that all motions to compel discovery, for a protective order, or 
for sanctions to be submitted in the form of a Notice of Discovery Dispute (which shall be limited to 
2 pages) prior to the filing of the motion. The Notice of Discovery Dispute shall conform substantially 
with the requirements of Uniform Superior Court Rule 6.4(A) and (B) and the additional guidelines 
suggested below. Either party may petition the Court by submitting a Notice of Discovery Dispute after 
fully complying with the requirements of Uniform Superior Court Rule 6.4. 

 
In the event the parties are unable to resolve the dispute after conducting the Rule 6.4(B) conference, 
either party may submit a Notice of Discovery Dispute to the Court which shall include the 
following: 

(a) a brief description of the nature of the discovery dispute, i.e., dispute regarding document 
production of business records, dispute over trade secrets, matters that are irrelevant, protective order to 
limit the scope of examination of a non-party witness or expert, scope of notice to produce to expert, 
timing and order of deposition; 

(b) the efforts the parties have made to confer and resolve the issue and any partial agreements 
reached; and 

(c) the specific relief requested, and any special authority relied upon. 

The opposing party must respond to the Notice of Discovery Dispute within 96 hours, or such other 
time provided by the Court, using the same format as the Notice of Discovery Dispute. 

 
Upon the filing of a party’s Notice of Discovery Dispute and any response, the Court, may fashion such 
relief as appropriate. If the Court has not responded to the Notice of Discovery Dispute within ten (10) 
days, either party may file a discovery motion. 
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